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EARLY AMERICAN IMPRINTS. 



At a meeting of the Massachusetts Historical 
Society, held in Boston on Thursday, January 12, 
1899, Dr. Samuel A. Green presented the following 
paper : — 

At a meeting of the Historical Society, held on Pehruary 14, 
1895, I gave a list of all books, pamphlets, and broadsides 
belonging to the Library, which were printed in the American 
colonies either before or during the year 1700, with a collation 
of the same; and the list duly appears in the Proceedings 
(second series, IX. 410-540) of that meeting. In the follow- 
ing autumn, at the Annual Meeting of the American Anti- 
quarian Society, held in Worcester on October 23, 1895, Mr. 
Nathaniel Paine presented a similar list of all the early 
publications belonging to that Society, which was also printed 
in the Proceedings (new series, X. 281-350) of that meeting ; 
though he gave a collation of those only which do not appear 
in my list. In the Historical Society's collection there are 
described 307 publications, and in the Antiquarian Society's 
there are described 156, of which none is a duplicate of any in 
the former list. To my paper I appended a description of six 
early titles found in my own library. 

At a meeting of this Society, held on June 9, 1898, 1 gave 
some additional collations (second series, XII. 273-285), which 
include eight titles belonging to the Library, and fifteen broad- 
sides found among the Massachusetts Archives at the State 
House. Another title, wliich has come into the Library within 
the past four months, is now added, of which the collation is 
as follows : — 



I700. 

The Everlasting Gospel. | — | The Gospel of | Justification | By the 
I Righteousness of God; | As 'tis | Held and Preach*d in the 
Churches | of New-England : Expressed in | a Brief Discourse on 
that I Important Article ; Made at Boston | in the Year, 1699. 
I — I By Cotton Mather. | — | And, | Asserted with the Attesta- 
tions, of I several Reverend and Eminent | Persons, now most 
con- I siderable in those | Churches. | — 1| Boston, Printed by 
B. Green, and J. Allen, for { Nicholas Buttolph, and Sold at his 
Shop I at the corner of Gutteridges Coffee- | House. 1700. 
16mo. pp. (32), 76. 
Titlepage, surrounded by a border line, verso, "The Memorable 
words of Luther, | before he Engaged in the | Reformation," fourteen 
lines between two lines of S-shaped border pieces ; 15 pp. " The Dedi- 
cation. I — I To the Reverend Ministers | Of the Gospel in | London, 
I Sometimes Honoured with the Name | of United Brethren. | 
Reverend, and Honoured Syrs," signed '* Cotton Mather," headpiece a 
line of a variety of border pieces ; 2 pp. " To the Reader," signed 
" Increase Mather," headpiece a line of S-shaped border pieces ; 9 pp. 
"To the Reader," signed "John Higginson," and dated "September 28. 
1699," headpiece like the last; 4 pp. "To the Reader," signed "Samuel 
Willard," headpiece like the last ; 1-73, " The Everlasting | Gospel," 
headpiece, a variety of border pieces, at the end " Boston-Lecture : 
27. d. 5. m. I and 24. d. 6. m. 1699"; "Finis" between two rules; 
headlines ; 74-76, " Divine Hymns," headpiece a line of small border 
pieces. 

I am led to make these remarks in recapitulation now, as 
within a short time I have gathered a few additional titles of 
early American imprints belonging to the John Carter Brown 
Library in Providence. This noted library contains by far 
the finest private collection of Americana in the country, and 
probably in existence. It is exceedingly rich in early printed 
books relating to America, and in those bearing early Ameri- 
can imprints. Its collection of works printed in Mexico at a 
period long antedating the press in New England, considering 
the rarity of such books, is both choice and large. The 
library was begun by the late Mr. John Carter Brown, who 
for twenty years was a Corresponding Member of the His- 
torical Society. For the generous use of its treasures on many 
occasions, Publishing Committees of the Society and other 
members have acknowledged their debt of courtesy to the 



owner. At the present time the library belongs to a son, Mr. 
John Nicholas Brown, also a Corresponding Member of the 
Society, who, inheriting his father's tastes, has kept up the 
traditions of the family, and is constantly adding to the noble 
collection. More than once I have been under great obliga- 
tions to him for the use of rarities which could be found in no 
other library. 

As instances of the extreme scarcity of some of the volumes 
in this remarkable collection, as well as of the liberality of the 
owner, I give extracts from two works well known to historical 
students. 

Mr. Arthur Helps, author of " The Spanish Conquest in 
America" (London, 1857), in a footnote acknowledges the use 
of a rare book in the following words : — 

Paga's Collection of Ordinances, printed in Mexico in 1563, in folio, 
is the earliest summary of Spanish colonial law, relating to the New 
World. It is a work of the highest rarity : there is not a copy known 
to exist in England. The one which I have made use of belongs to John 
Carter Brown, Esq., of Providence, Rhode Island, in America, who 
kindly sent it over to his friend, Mr. Henry Stevens, in order that I 
might be permitted to consult it. As far as I have been able to judge, 
the American collectors of books are exceedingly liberal and courteous 
in the use of them, and seem really to understand wh£^t the object 
should be in forming a great library. (III. 127, 128.) 

Vice-Admiral C. R. D. Bethune, editor of Galvano's Treatise 
which appeared as the thirtieth volume (London, 1862) of the 
" Works issued by the Hakluyt Society," says in his preface : 

This valuable work is the property of an American gentleman, Mr. 
John Carter Brown, of Providence, Rhode Island, who kindly per- 
mitted Mr. R. H. Major, of the British Museum, to have it copied; 
from this copy the Portuguese text has been printed. (Pages i, ii.) 

At my request Mr. George Parker Winship, who is in im- 
mediate charge of the John Carter Brown Library, has kindly 
made for me a description of all the early American imprints 
in that famous collection which do not appear in the respective 
lists of the Historical Society and the Antiquarian Society, 
besides a description of two works in the Fiske-Harris collec- 
tion of Brown University. These volumes number 18, and 
their collation adds materially to our bibliographical knowledge 
of early Colonial books. 



In these several lists there are described 493 titles ; and to 
this number should be added 18 other titles, described by Mr. 
Winship, and given below. The various collations, herein 
mentioned, amount to 511, and represent probably more than 
two-thirds of all the issues from the American press during 
the seventeenth century now extant. Some of these publica- 
tions are unique, while others are supposed to be limited 
to a very few copies, and all are rare. The figures here 
given are subject to a very slight variation, as one or two 
titles may prove to have been printed in the mother country, 
though the weight of authority seems to favor New. England 
as the place of publication. In this paper the words ^^mprint'' 
and ^^ title" are used synonymously to designate the work, 
whether it be a book, pamphlet, or broadside. 

1647. 

The I Whole Book of | Psalmes, | Faithfully traDslated into | Eng- 
lish Metre : | Whereunto is prefixed a discourse, declariDg not | 
onely the lawfulnesse, but also the necessity | of the heavenly 
Ordinance of sing- | ing Scripture Psalmes in the | Churches of 
God. I — I [Five lines from Col. iii. 16, and three lines from 
J^mes V. 13] | — 1| Imprinted 1647. 16mo. pp. (14), 274. 
Titlepage, verso blank; 12 pp. "The Preface"; 1-274, text, head- 
piece a line of border pieces ; 274, lower half^ ^' An Admonition to the 
Header " in seventeen lines. 

A facsimile of the titlepage, by type, is given in the Cata- 
logue of the Library (Part II. 1600-1700, p. 600), No. 1635, 
where it says that this is " A reprint of the first edition [of 
the Bay Psalm Book] without additions, but with some 
changes in spelling." This volume is the copy mentioned as 
No. 860 in the Briuley Catalogue (Part I. 115), 

1664. 

A I Discourse | of the last | Judgement : | or, | Short Notes upon Mat. 
XXV. I from Ver. 31. to the end of the | Chapter. | Concerning 
the Judgement to Come, and our Pre- | paration to stand before | 
The Great Judge of Quick and Dead. | Which are of sweetest 
Comfort to the Elect Sheep, | and of most dreadful Amazement 
and Terrour | to Reprobate Goats. | And do Concern All to think 
Seriously upon, that | they may look the Judge in the Face with | 



Comfort in the Great Day of His | Appearing. | — | By Samuel 
Whiting, Pastor of the | Church of Christ at Lynne in N. E. | — | 
[Three lines from Eccles. xii. 14, four lines from 2 Cor. v. 10^ and 
two lines from Acts xxiv. 25.] | — 1| Cambridge : | Printed by 
S. G. and M. J. 1664. 16mo. pp. (14), 160. 
Titlepage, surrounded by a line of border pieces, verso blank ; 6 pp. 
'* To I the Christian | Reader," signed " Samuel Whiting/' headpiece 
two lines of border pieces, running headlines *' The Epistle ** and " To 
the Reader '' ; 6 pp. " To | the Reader," signed '' John Wilson Senior," 
and '^ Jonathan Mitchell," headpiece, two lines of acorn-shaped border 
pieces, headlines ; 1-1 60, ^ A | Discourse | of the | Last Judgement, 
I on I Matth. 25. 31. to the end," headpiece a line of similar border 
pieces, running headlines. 

i666. 

Abraham's | Humble Intercession for Sodom, | and | The Lord's gra- 
cious Concessions | in Answer thereunto: | Containing sundry | 
Meditations | upon | Gen. XVIII. from Ver. XXIII. | to the end 
of the Chapter. | Wherein many things are spoken of concerning 
Be- I lievers drawing near to God, and the Efficacy of | their 
Prayers ; and how they may be Princes and | Prevailers with 
God, and with what boldness they | may come before him, and 
what ground they may | get of him by their Prayers, and what 
sweet com- | muning they have with him. | With sundry other 
things worthy of our | most serious thoughts, helping us to be 
more Spi- | ritual and Heavenly, which may prepare us for that | 
everlasting Communion and Fellowship that we | hope to arrive 
at, and come to in a blessed state | of Glory by Jesus Christ. | — | 
By Samuel Whiting, Pastor | of the Church of Christ at Lyn in 
N. E. I — I [Three lines from James v. 16, and ii. 23.] | — 1| 
Printed and Sold at Cambridge. 1666. 16mo. pp. (8), 349, (1). 
Titlepage, surrounded by a line of border pieces, verso blank ; 6 pp. 
" To the Reader," signed " Samuel Whiting," headpiece a line of urn- 
shaped border pieces, headlines; 1-349, tezt, various headlines; 1 p. 
of Errata, '^ The Authors distance from the Press, and difficulty of 
the Copy, having occasioned the following Errata's;" .'« . twelve lines, 
sixteen mistakes to be corrected or insertions to be made. 

« 

Cotton Mather, in his Magnalia, makes the foUowiDg refer- 
ences to these two titles : " Now our Whiting published a 
Volume of Sermons upon that Prayer of Abraham ; wherein 
he does raise, confirm, and apply Thirty two Doctrines, which 
he offered unto the Publick (as he says in his Preface) a% the 
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Words of a dying Man; . . . But that which encouraged him 
unto this Publication, was the Acceptance which it had, be- 
fore this, been found by another Treatise of his upon The Day 
of Judgment it self . . . and he has giuen us Forty two Doc- 
trines thereupon, so handled as to suit the Edification of all 
Readers. The Notes are short, and but the concise Heads of 
what the Author prepared for his Weekly Exercises ; never- 
theless Mr. Wilson^ and Mr. MitcheU observe in their Preface 
thereunto : That the Reader by having much in a little Room^ 
is the better furnished with variety of Matter, worthy of 
Meditation, for want of which many a Man does digest little of 
what he reads. They say, ^ It is a good Saying of one, That 
the Reading of many diverse Heads, without some interlaced 
Meditation, is like eating of Marrow without Bread. But he 
that shall take time to pause upon what he reads (where great 
Truths are but in few Words hinted at) with intermixed Medi- 
tations and Ejaculations, suitable to the Matter in hand, will 
find such Truths concisely delivered, to be like Marrow and 
Fatness, whereof a little does go far, and feed much* " (Book 
III. 160). 

The I Indian | Grammar | begun : or, | An Essay to bring the Indian 
Language | into | Rules, | For the Help of such as desire to Learn 
the same, for { the furtherance of the Gospel among them. | — | 
By John Eliot. | — | [Two lines from Isa. xzxiii. 19, two lines 
from Isa. Ixvi. 18, two lines from Dan. vii. 14, one line from 
Psalms xix. 3, and two lines from Mai. iii. 11.] | — 1| Cam- 
bridge : I Printed by Marmaduke Johnson. 1666. 12mo. pp. 
(4), 65, (1). 
Tidepage, surrounded by a line of border pieces, verso blank ; 2 pp. 
" To the Right Honourable, | Robert Boyle Esq ; | Govemour : 
With the rest of the Right Honourable and Christian | Corporation 
For the Propagation of the Gospel unto | the Indians in New England," 
signed, " John Eliot," headpiece a line of fourteen urn-shaped border 
pieces; 1-65, "The | Indian Grammar | Begun," headpiece a line of 
border pieces like those on titlepage; 1 p. contains an explanation of 
" how I found out these new Wayes of Grammar, which no other 
Learned Language (so farre as I know) useth," headpiece a line of 
border pieces like the last. 

Reprinted in the Collections (2d series, IX. 223-312, i-liv) 
with Introductory Observations by John Pickering, and Notes 
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and Observations by Peter S. Du Ponceau ; and, taken from 
the Collections, it appeared also as a separate pamphlet 
(Boston, 1822). See Wilberforce Eames's " Bibliographic 
Notes on Eliot's Indian Bible " (pp. 46, 47) ; and Trumbull's 
" Books and Tracts in the Indian Language," in the Proceed- 
ings (page 51) of the American Antiquarian Society for 
October 21, 1873. 

1676. 

George Fox | Digg'd out of bis | Burrovves, | Or an Offer of | Dispu- 
tation I On fourteen Proposalls made this last Summer 1672 (so 
caird) I unto G. Fox then present on Rode-Island | in New- 
England, by R. W. I As also how (G. Fox slily departing) the 
Disputation went on | being managed three dayes at Newport on 



Bode-Island, and 
John Burnet, and 



one day at Providence, between John Stubs, 
William Edmundson on the one part, and B. W. 
on the other. | In which many Quotations out of G. Fox & Ed. 
Burrowes Book | in Folio are alleadged. | with an | Apendix | Of 
some scores of G. F. his simple lame Answers to his Oppo- | sites 
in that Book, quoted and replyed to | By R. W. of Providence in 
N. E. I — II Boston j Printed by John Foster, 1676. 8vo. pp. 
(7), 208, 119. 
Titlepage, surrounded by two border lines, verso blank ; 2 pp. " To | 
The Kings Majesty | Charles the lid : &c. j Whom the King of 
Heaven long and | eternally Preserve," headpiece an ornamental scroll, 
signed, ** Roger Williams," and dated at '* Providence in N-England, 
March 10th. 1671 (ut Vulg6) "; 2 pp. "To the People called 
Quakers," signed, " R. W.," and dated as before, headpiece a line of 
small border pieces; 1 p. "To those many Learned and Pious Men, 
whom I G. Fox hath so sillily and scornfully answered | in his Book in 
Folio I Especially to those whose Names 1 have been bold to mention 
I in the Narrative and Apendix, j Mr Richard Baxter, Mr lohn Owen 
&c." signed and dated as before; 1 p. blank; 1-140, " A Narration of | 
a Conference | or | Dispute, | This last August 1672 (so called) in the 
I Colony of Rode-Iland and Providence, Plantations in | N. Eng- 
land, between Roger Williams of Providence, (who | Challenged G 
Fox by writing (which foUowes) and all his | Friends then met on 
Rode-Iland,'' . . . headpiece an ornamental scroll like the one first 
mentioned, pages 130 to 136 incorrectly numbered 134, 135, 132, 133, 
135, and 136; 1 p. blank; 141 (verso of blank page)-143, 145-208, 
" Our Conferences and Disputes at | Providence upon the se- | ven 
other Positions mentioned in my Pa- | per sent to G. Fox and his 
Associates," headpiece a line of acorn-shaped border pieces, a rule, and 

2 
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A line of similar pieces inverted, the count continuing correctly on pa^ 
145, page 201 mianumbered 101 ; 1-119 '^An | Apendix | Or | Addi- 
tion of Proofs unto my thirteenth Fo- | sition. Viz." headpiece two 
lines of border pieces, the lower one inverted, has new set of signature 
letters, and various misprints in the paging; verso of 119 blank. 

On the titlepage is written : ^' Thomas Shepard's Book : 
given me by y® h^^ Ju? Leveret, Governo' of y* Massachusets 
30. 6. 77 : ". This was reprinted in Volume V. of the " Publi- 
cations of the Narragansett Club" (Providence, 1872), edited 
by J. Lewis Diman. A facsimile of the titlepage, by type, is 
given in the Catalogue of the Library* (Part 11. 1600-1700, 
p, 448), No. 1161. In the copy belonging to the Boston 
AthensBum the title begins " G. Fox," 

A Thankefull | Remembrance | of Gods Mercy | To several Persons at 



Quabaug or 
about them. 



Brookfield : | Partly in a Collection of Providences 

and Gracious Appearances for them : And partly in 

a I Sermon Preached By Mr, Edward Bulkley, | Pastor of thd 

Church of Christ at Concord, upon a | day of Thanksgiving, kept 

by divers for their Wonder- | full Deliverance there. | — | Pub«* 

lished by Capt. Thomas Wheeler. | — | [Five lines from Psalms 

cvii. 8, and cxi. 2.] | — 1| Cambridge, | Printed and Sold by 

Samuel Green 1676. 12mo. pp. (6), 10[14], 32. 

Titlepage, surrounded by two border lines, verso blank ; 4 pp. '* The 

Preface," signed " Tho. Wheeler," headpiece two lines of border pieces 

separated by a broken rule ; 1-^13, and 1 page numbered " 10 " by 

mistake for 14, '' A | Trve Narrative | Of the Lords Providences in 

various dispen- | sations towards Captain Edward Hutchinson | of 

Boston and my self, and those that went | with us into the Nipmuck 

Country, and also | to Quabaug, alias Brookfield : The said Cap- | 

tain Hutchinson having a Commission from the | Honoured Council of 

this Colony to Treat with | several Sachems in those parts in order to 

the I publick peace, and my self being also ordered | by the said Council 

to accompany him with | part of my Troop for Security from any 

dan- I ger that might be from the Indians : and to | Assist him in the 

Transaction of matters com- j^mitted to him,*' headpiece a line of 

acorn-shaped border pieces ; 1-32, *^ The Sernon " headpiece two lines 

of border pieces, and a broken rule below. 

Reprinted with the heading " A True Narrative,"' etc., both 
in the Collections of the New Hampshire Historical Society 
(II. 5-23), and also in Josiah H. Temple's " History of North 
Brookfield'* (pp. 80-89), probably from an imperfect copy. 
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1 682. 

A Poem Dedicated to the Memory | of | The Reverend and Excel- 
lent Mr. Yrian Oakes, | the late Pastor to Christ's Flock, | and 
Prassident of Harvard- CoUedge, | in Cambridge, | Who was gath- 
ered to his People on 25 d 5 mo 1681. | In the fifty*th Year of 
his Age. I — I [Three lines from 1 Samuel xxv. 1.] | — | [Four 
lines Latin] || Boston in !New-England, j Printed for John Rat- 
clirf. 1682. 12mo. pp. (4), 16. 
Titlepage, surrounded by a heavy black border line, verso blank ; 
2 pp. "To the I Reader"; 1-16, " Memoirs f of the Life and Worth J 
, I Lamentations | for the Death, and Loss | of | the every way admir- 
able I Mr. Vrian Oakes," in verse, signed "N. R.'' ; 16, quotations 111 
Latin, eleven lines, and Advertisement given below, headpiece a heavy 
Irule I — * 

Advertisement. 

There is to be sold by John Browning f at | the Corner of the Prison- 
Lane next the | Town -House, a Sermon of the late Reverend | Mr. 
VRIAN OAKES, preached from EccL 9. | if. Shewing that Fortune 
and Chance are infalli- | bly determined by God : By tvhich alone, it | 
might appear that the Elogyes of him are not a vain | Hyperbole ; but 
as it were, the Eccho of those Words | which his Works speak con- 
cerning Him. 

This volume is in the Fiske-Harris collection belonging to 
the library of Brown University, and is the copy mentioned as 
No. 1195 in the Brinley Catalogue (Part L 162). The Poem is 
given by Mr. Sibley, in his Harvard Graduates (III. 42), ias 
Cotton Mather's first published work. The letters "N. R.," 
subscribed to the Poem, are the last lettei-s of hi^ name. 
"N. Mather" is written near the bottom of page 16. The 
sermon referred to in the Advertisement is "A Seasonable 
Discourse . . . Delivered on a Publick Fast, at Cambridge." 

1685. 

An I Elegy j On The Much-to-be-deplored Death | Of That Kevfef-to- 
be-forgotten Person, | The Reverend | Mr. Nathanael Collins; | 
Who After he had been many years a faithful | Pastor to the 
Church at Middletown of | Connecticut in New-England, | abotit 
the Forty third year of his Age Expired; | On 28th. 10. moneth 
1684. I — I [Three lines of Latin.] | -^ | [One line of Latin.] 
I — II Boston in New-England | Printed by Bichard Pierce for 
Obadiah Gill. | Anno Christi 1685. 16mo. pp. (4), 20 [19]. 
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Titlepage, surrounded by a heavy border Hue, verso blank; 2 pp. 
'^ Reader;" sigued ^'C. M.," headpiece a heavy black line, headline on 
the second page; 1-16,18-20, ** Funeral-Tears | At the Grave of 
The much Desired | And Lamented | Mr. Nathaneel Collins ? | Who 
changed Death for Life, | December 28. 1684," in verse, the number 
17 omitted in the paging, verso of the last leaf blank. 

This volume is in the Fiske-Harris collection belonging to 
the library of Brown University, and is the copy mentioned 
as No. 1106 in the Brinley Catalogue (Part I. 151). 

Good Order Established | in | Pennsilvania & New-Jersey | in | Amer- 
ica, I Being a true Account of the Country ; | With its Produce 
and Commodities there made. | And the great Improvements that 
may be made by | means of Publick Store-houses for Hemp, Flax 
and I Linnen-Cloth ; also, the Advantages of a Publick- | School, 
the Profits of a Publick-Bank, and the Proba- | bility of its aris- 
ing, if those directions here laid down are | followed. With the 
advantages of publick Granaries. | Likewise, several other things 
needful to be understood by | those that are or do intend to be 
concerned in planting in | the said Countries. | All which is laid 
down very plain, in this small Treatise ; it | being easie to be 
understood by any ordinary Capacity. * To | which the Reader is 
referred for his further satisfaction. | — | By Thomas Budd. | — || 
Printed in the Year 1685. 12mo. pp. 39, (1). 
Titlepage, verso, dedicatory note, signed ^'Thomas Budd"; 3-29, 
text; 30, 81 j "The Dying-Words of Ockanichon" . . .; 32-36, text; 
36, an apology for having " published in Print a Paper, dated the 13^** 
of July, 1685. entituled A true and perfect Accotint of the dis- \ posed 
of the one hundred Shares or Proprieties of the Province of West New- 
Jersey^ by Edward Bylling*'; 37-39, a letter from Budd ** sent to his 
Friends in Pennsilvania and New- Jersey," and dated at '< London, the 
29th of the 8th Month, 1684"; 1 p. "Some material Things omitted 
in the fore- | going part," at the bottom, four lines of Errata. 

Printed by William Bradford in Philadelphia. Sixty copies 
were reprinted by William Gowans as " Gowans' Bibliotheca 
Americana. 4 " (New York, 1865), with an Introduction and 
Notes by Edward Armstrong. 

Manitowompae | Pomantamoonk | Sampwshanau | Christianoh | Uttoh 
wohan | Pomantog | Wnssikkitteahonat | God. | — | [Three lines 
from 1 Tim iv. 8.] | — 1| Cambridge. | Printed for the right 
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Honerable Corperation in London | for the Gospelizing the In* 
dins, in New-England. | 1685. 16mo. pp. 333[349], (2). 
Titlepage, surrounded by a border line, verso blank; 3-288, 273- 
333, text, in Indian, headpiece two lines of ornamental border pieces, 
snaaller pieces and question marks used to fill out the line, headlines 
" Manitowompde," verso, and *•' Pomantamoonk,'' recto, set off by a 
line above and below ; 2 pp. Table of Contents, headpiece a line of 
small border pieces ; verso of last leaf blank. 

The name '^ Jno. Davis' " is written on the titlepage. A de- 
scription of the work, with a facsimile of the titlepage is given 
by Wilberforce Eames in his " Bibliographic Notes on Eliot's 
Indian Bible " (pp. 45, 46). John Eliot, in a letter to Robert 
Boyle, dated at " Roxbury, August 29 1686, in the third 
month of our overthrow," and printed in the Collections (III. 
187), says : " Our Indian work yet liveth, praised be God ; the 
bible is come forth, many hundreds bound up, and dispersed 
to the Indians, whose thankfulness I intimate and testify to 
your honour. The Practice of Piety is also finished, and 
beginneth to be bound up. And my humble request to your 
honour is, that we may again reimpose the primer and cate- 
chism ; for though the last impression be not quite spent, yet 
quickly they will ; and I am old, ready to be gone, and 
desire to leave as many books as I can." 

This is the second edition of Lewis Bayly's '' Practice of 
Piety." 

1690. 

Speedy Repentance urged. | — I A | Sermon | Preached at Boston, 
Decemb. 29. 1689. { In the Hearing, and at the Request of | One 
Hugh Stone, | A Miserable Man | Under a just Sentence of 
Death, for a | Tragical and Horrible Mvrder. | Together with 
some Account concern- | ing the Character, Carriage, and | Exe- 
cution of that Unhappy Ma- | lefactor. | To which are Added, 
certain Memorable | Providences Relating to some other Mur- | 
ders ; & some great Instances of Repen- | tance which have been 
seen among us. | — | By Cotton Mather Pastor of a | Church in 
Boston. I — II Boston, Printed by Samuel Green, and | Sold by 
Joseph Browning at the corner | of the Prison Lane, and Benj. 
Harris | at the London Coffee House. 1690. 16mo. pp. (6), 87, 
(8), 15, (1), 75, 21, 40, (I), 14. 
Titlepage, verso, six lines from *' Anselm. in Med : " ; 4 pp. '* The [ 

Introduction," headpiece two lines of border pieces, the lower one in- 
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verted, separated by a broken rule ; 1-66, " The Sermon," headpiece, 
like the last, headlines ; 67-80, '^ The | Character and Carriage | and 
Execution of | Hugh Stone,'' headpiece a line of border pieces, head- 
lines on the recto in Roman type and on the verso in black letter; 
81-87, ** The Last Speech of Hugh Stone/' headlines on the recto 
in black letter and on the verso in italic type ; 1 p. blank ; 2 pp. 
•'To the Honourable Wait Wintrhrop Esq;" signed "C. Mather"; 
4 pp. ** To the Reader/' signed *' Charles Morton, James Allen, Joshua 
Moodey, Samuel Willard"; 2 pp. ''The Introduction"; 1-15, "To 
Contribute a little further into the | Design of this Book, I shall here | 
Annex Two Articles of Obser- | vations, extracted from an Hitherto- 
Resery- | ed Collection of Memorable Provi- | dences. I have recorded 
them in such | Words (and the Rest in such Wayes) as | these," head- 
piece, two lines of border pieces; 1 p. Erratum, two lines, between two 
lines of similar border pieces, the lower one inverted; 1-41, '• Witch- 
crafts and Possessions"; 42-44, Postscript, ending with *' Finished, 
June 7'*', 1689"; 45, "Mantissa/' headpiece, two lines of border 
pieces; 46-53, text, signed, "John Goodwin, Decemb. 12. 1688"; 
64-59, '*Exemple. II."; 59-61, « Exemple, III."; 61-63, '*Ex- 
emple. IV."; 63-64, "Exemple. V/' ; 64-71, "A Confession of a 
Boy at Tocutt; in the | time of the Intermission of his Fits : and | other 
Passages, vrhith many | were Eye-witnesses of." ; 72-75, ** Exemp^e. 
VI. and VII."; 1-21, "A Discourse on the Power and Malice of the 
I Devils " ; 1-40, *' A Discourse on Witchcraft," headpiece, two lines 
of border pieces, the lower one inverted, separated by a rule, headlines; 
1 p. "Notaudum"; 1 p. blank; 1-14, ''Appendix," headpiece two 
lines of border pieces. 

The eight pages, which precede '' Two Articles of Observa- 
tion/' apparently should follow it. 

1692. 

The I Christian Faith | Of the People of God, called in Scorn, | 
Quakers | In Rhode-Island (who are in Unity with all faithfuU 
Brethren | of the same Profession in all parts of the World) | Vin- 
dicated I From the Calumnies of Christian Lodowick, that formerly 
I was of that Profession, but is lately fallen there-from. | As also 
from the base Forgeries, and wicked Slanders of | Cotton Mather, 



commended the 
Charges against 



called a Minister, at Boston, who hath greatly 

said Christian Lodowick, and approved his false 

us, and hath added thereunto many gross, | impudent and vile 

Calumnies against us and our Brethren, in his | late Address, so 

called, to some in New England, the which in | due time may 
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' receive a more full answer, to discover his Igno- | ranee, Prejudice 
and Perversion against our Friends in gene- | ral, and G. K. in par- 
ticular, whom he hath most unworthily | abused. | To which is 
added, some Testimonies of our Antient | Friends to the true 
Christ of God ; Collected out of their print- | ed Books, for the 
further Convincing of our Opposers, that it | is* (and hath been) 
our constant and firm Belief to expect Salva- | tion by the Man 
Christ Jesus that was outwardly crucified without | the Gates of 
Jerusalem. | — || Printed and Sold by William Bradford at Phila- 
delphia in Pennsyl- | vania, in the Year 1692. 12mo. pp. 16. 
Titlepage, verso " Our Sincere Christian Belief is plainly asserted in 
the I following Particulars, viz.'* in eight paragraphs; 3-8, "The 
Christian Faith of the People of God | called Quakers, Vindicated 
from the | Calumnies of Christian Lodowick," signed " Edward 
Thurstan, Henry Bull, Anne Bull, Thomas Cornwall, Thomas Road- 
man, George Keith, Ebenezer Slocum, Joseph Nicholson, Daniel 
Gould, Jacob Mott, Walter Clark, Rob Hutchins, John Easton"; 
9-16, "Here followeth some Testimonies Collected out of the Writings 
I of our Antient Friends, giving some account of their Faith | and 
Belief," signed, " Faithfully Collected, and Recommended to perusal, 
by Will. Bradford." 

A I Vision | Concerning The | Mischievous Seperation | among | 
Friends | in Old England | — | [Device formed of 17 border 
pieces] | — | Printed and Sold by Will. Bradford at | Phila- 
delphia, 1692. 12mo. pp. 7. 
Titlepage, verso blank ; 8-5, " A Vision," etc., signed, " G. F," ; 
5-7, "A General | Epistle | against | Seperation,'' dated at the end, 
*« Bednell-Green, near London, the 25. 10. Mo. 1686." 

Joseph Smith, in his " Descriptive Catalogue of Friends' 
Books" (II. 26), says that it was "Collected and arranged 
under this false title by George Keith, for an evil purpose, to 
pass off as George Fox's." 

1693. 

An I Account | of | Several Passages and Letters between his Excel- 
lency I Benjamin Fletcher, | Captain General and Governour in 
Chief of the Province of New- York, | Province of Pennsilvania, 
Country of New-Castle, &c. Commissionated | by their Majesties 
under the great Seal of England, to be their Lieut. | and Com-' 
mander in chief of the Militia, and of all the Forces by Sea | and 
Land within their Majesties Collony of Connecticut, and of all 
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the I Forts and places of Strength within the same. | And | The 

present Administrators of the Laws in the | CoUony of Connec- 

ticvt, in the Month of October, 1693. No titlepage. Folio, pp. 8. 

Pages 1-8, text, signed, "A true Copy, Examined and allowed to be 

Printed, by M. Clarkson, Secretary"; Colophon, "Printed and Sold 

by William Bradford, Printer to their Majesties, King | William and 

Queen Mary, at the Bible in New-York, 1693." 

New-England's Spirit of Persecution | Transmitted To | Pennsilvania, 
I And the Pretended Quaker found Persecuting the True | 
Christian-Quaker, | in the | Tryal | of | Peter Boss, George 
Keith, Thomas Budd, | and William Bradford, | At the Sessions 
held at Philadelphia the Nineth, Tenth, and | Twelfth Days of 
December, 1692. Giving an Account | of the most Arbitrary 
Procedure of that Court. | — | — || Printed in the Year 1693. 
12mo. pp. (1), 3<. 
Titlepage, verso blank ; 1-3, " The Introduction," headpiece, a rule; 

4-38, text. 

Printed by William Bradford in Philadelphia ; and reprinted 
as " The Tryals of Peter Boss," etc., of which the imprint is 
" Printed first Beyond-Sea, and now Reprinted in London, 
for I Richard Baldwin in Warwick- | lane. 1693." 

1696. 

The Christian Thank-Offering. | — | A Brief | Discourse | on | The 
Returns of Gratitude & Obedience | Whereto | Men are Obliged, 
by the Mercies | of God. | Made | On a Solemn Thanksgiving, 
kept I in a Private Meeting of Christians, | on the Occasion of 
some Deliverances. | — | By Cotton Mather. | — | [Six lines 
from Herbert, page 98.] | — || Boston, in N. E. Printed by B. 
Green, | & J. Allen, for Michael Perry, at his | Shop at the 
Town-House. 1696. 16mo. pp. 32. 
Titlepage, surrounded by two border lines, verso, " A Preparatory 
Thanksgiving-Song, fetch'd | from the Beginning and Conclusion of 
the I Hundred and Third Psalm."; 3-32, ''The | Christian Thank- 
Offering," headpiece a line of border pieces ; headlines. 

This is the copy mentioned as No. 1082 in the Brinley Cata- 
logue (Part I. 148). The name " Jerusha Mather" (a sister 
of Cotton) is written near the bottom of the titlepage. 
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1698. 

A I Letter | From a | Gentleman | of the | City of New-York | To 
Another, | Concerning the Troubles which happened | in That 
Province in the Time of the late Happy | Revolution. | — | [ De- 
vice, a collection of border pieces.] | — 1| Printed and Sold by 
William Bradford at the Sign of the | Bible in New-York, 1698. 
12mo. pp. 24. 
Titlepage, verso blank; 3-16, Letter, dated, '*New York, December 

31. 1697"; 17-18, *' The King's Letter," Whitehall, 30 July 1689; 

13 [19]-21, "The Resolves of the House of Repre- | sentatived, &c.," 

of New York, 1691 ; 22-24, "An Address to his Excellency Collonel 
I Slaughter," and an Order in Council, regarding Jacob Leysler. 

This tract is reprinted by Edmund Goldsmid, of Edinburgh, 
in his " Collectanea Adamantaea," No. 80. 

1700. 

The Resolved | Christian ; | Pursuing the Designs of | Holiness and 
Happiness, | In Ordering, | First his own Heart and Life, and 
then I his Family. | With further Directions upon the Great 
Points, I Of Spending our Time, & of Minding our End, and | 
Of Behaving our selves well under all | our Tryals. | — | A Trea- 
tise that may be of use, to persons | of all Conditions, and Espe- 
cially to be I Read in Families. | — | [One line of Latin.] | — 1| 
To be Sold by Nicholas Boone, at his Shop, | over against the 
Old Meeting-house | in Boston. 1700. 16mo. pp. (1), 128. 
Titlepage, surrounded by a border line, verso blank ; 1-64, " The | 

Good Mans Resolution,'' headpiece, two lines of border pieces, running 

headlines; 65-84, ''Time discerned"; 85-105, "The tryed Christian. 
I A Discourse delivered, upon Recovery from | Sickness"; 106-128, 

'' Life desired. | Vpon the Death of a Relation," running headlines with 

variations in spelling and capitalization. 

Thisas the copy mentioned as No. 1213 in the Brinley Cata- 
logue (Part 1. 163). Mr. Sibley, in his Harvard Graduates 
(IIL 73), refers to this work by Cotton Mather as follows : 
'* Trumbull says 'This is identical — the title-page, and the 
omission of the errata and dedication excepted — with Small 
Oflfers,' etc. See No. 11." 

In addition to these collations made by Mr. Winship, he has 

furnished me with a short account of some of the more impor- 

8 
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tant works in Mr. Brown's library, which were printed at a 
very eaiiy period in Mexico^ where a press was set up fully a 
century before one was in New England. Mr. Winship's 
account of its establishment in that country is highly inter- 
esting, and contains many facts not generally known. His 
letter is as follows: — 

Proyidengb, December 24, 1898. 

My dear Dr. Green, — The accompanylDg descriptioDs of eighteen 
books, printed in British America in the seventeenth century, which 
are not mentioned in your Lists nor in that of Mr. Paine, are taken 
from copies in the John Carter Brown Library or in the Harris 
Collection of American Poetry in the Brown University Library. 

The earliest American imprint, — using the word in its more general 
sense, — in Mr. Brown's library is the Dotrina Breue of 1543-44, a 
religious manual prepared by Bishop Zumdrraga, the first official head 
of the church in Mexico, " in plain language for the common people." 
The imprint of this volume reads: Impssa 3 la misma ciudad d' 
Mexico por su madado y a su costa. Afio d' M. dxliij ; '^ printed in 
Mexico by direction and at the expense of Bishop Zumdrraga in 1543." 
This statement on th» title is supplemented by the colophon, which 
says that the work was completed June 14, 1544 : Acabo se de 
imprimir a . xiiij. dias del mes de Junio : del ano de. M. d. quare ta y 
qtro anos. The volume consists of eighty-four small quarto leaves, 
printed in gothic type. 

S' Garcia Icazbaloeta, in his admirable Bihliografia Mexicana del 
Sigh xvif printed in Mexico in 1886, mentions three earlier American 
imprints, of which there is reason to suppose that copies are still in 
existence. The earliest of these was printed in Mexico in 1539, 
according to a very circumstantial description of the book in the well- 
known volume of Cartas de Jndias, issued by the Spanish Government, 
from the office of the Ministerio de Fomento, in 1877, page 787. Un- 
fortunately, the whereabouts of an original copy from which this de- 
scription could have been taken, has been as yet successfully concealed 
or forgottel). Of the next earliest surviving product of the Mexican 
press, two leaves are all that are known. These clearly formed the 
end, the last three pages, of a Manual de Adultos printed in 1540. 
They have been reproduced in facsimile from the originals in the 
library of the late D. Pascual de Gayangos, in the privately printed 
Iniroduccion de la Imprenta en America^ translated by S' M. R. Zarco 
del Yalle from Ilarrisse's Bihliotheca Americana Vetusttssima, They 
are also given in S' Icazbalceta's Bibltografia, from a photolithograph 
made by his son, S'. D. Luis Garcia Pimentel, the present possessor of 
his magnificent library. The third is an account of the terrible 
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Guatemala earthquake of 1541, which was printed in Mexico Tery 
shortly after its oocurrence. A copy of this is supposed to exist in 
Madrid. 

The Dotrina printed in the spring of 1 544 was the first of a series 
of tractates edited by Bishop Zumdrraga, whicli were issued during that 
year. These works, each of which is in Mr. Brown's library, com- 
prised the Tripartito of Dr. Juan Gerson, which contains the first 
woodcut known to haye been printed, although not necessarily made. In 
America ; the Compendio Breve of Dionisio Bichel, in two editions, one 
of which is undated ; and the Dotrina Cristiana of Fr. Pedro de 
Cdrdoba. During the succeeding years, additions were made to this 
series, and of these this library has the Doetrina Cristiana of 154^, 
and the Regla Christiana Breve of 1547. Two other books printed in 
America before 1550 are also represented here. One is a fragment of 
a work in the Mexican language, lacking both beginning and end, so 
that there is nothing except the internal evidence of type and press 
work to establish its date. S? Icazbalceta assigned it, after careful 
examination and comparison, to the year 1548 or thereabouts. The 
other, of which no copy was known when the BiUiografia was pub- 
lished, is a Copilacion hreue de vn tratado de sunt Buenauentura que se 
Kama : Mistica theologia . . . impresso . . . Mexico : en casa de Juan 
pablos. Acabo se de imprimir a xxiij. dias del mes de Hebrero. Ano de 
nra saluacio de. M. d. y quarenta y nueue anos. (23 February 1549.) 

A dictionary of the Spanish and Mexican languages which was com- 
piled by Fr. Alonso de Molina, and printed in 1555, is perhaps the 
best known of American incunabula. This work has long enjoyed a 
reputation for extreme rarity, and although a number of copies havo 
appeared in auction and bookseller's catalogues, there is hardly one of 
these which is not described as showing all the signs of continued bard 
usage, resulting in the destruction of considerable portions of the 
original volumes. Only one complete copy has been reported, and this 
was made up from two imperfect copies. Mr. Brown's perfect copy is 
preserved in what appears to be a contemporary American binding of 
wood covered with decorated leather. The Molina Dictionary pos- 
sesses much more than a mere bibliographic interest, in that it is the 
foundation for all study of the native speech of the Mexican aborigines. 
Of equal linguistic value, and of greater actual rarity, is the Dictionary 
in the Tarascan language of Michuacan, prepared by Fr. Maturino 
Gilberti and published in 1559. This Franciscan friar was one of the 
most productive and one of the most trustworthy of the early mission- 
aries who devoted themselves to the study of the speech of the natives 
among whom they labored. The great rarity of his works is easily 
accounted for by the usage to which they must have been put by the 
pupils in the missionary colleges and schools for whom they were 
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printed. Mr. Brown has, besides the Dictionary of 1559, the Arte de 
la Ugua de Michuaca and the Thesoro Spiritval, both printed in 1558, 
together with the enlarged edition of the latter published in 1575. 
He has also the Dicdogo de Doctrina, a folio volume of some six hun- 
dred pages, the largest product from the shop of Mexico's first printer, 
who was engaged upon it during the first five months of 1559. This 
set of Gilberti's works is supplemented by three manuscript volumes, 
written by him, or by a scribe at his dictation, containing a portion of a 
dictionary in Tarascan and a number of sermons in that language. 

The earliest American printed code of laws, the Ordenagcu y copi- 
lacion de leges published by " the good viceroy " D. Antonio de Men- 
doza in 1548, is represented by an edition which formed one of an 
interesting series of reprints of early works on Mexican history which 
were issued in the form of feuilletons with the Mexican newspaper La 
Sistema Postal during the spring of 1880. This code was followed in 
1556 by the important Constituciones del Ar^obispado y prouincia de la 
muy ynsigne y muy leal ciudad de TenuxtUla Mexico^ which concerned 
the populace almost as much as any purely civil ordinances. Puga's 
Cedulario or collection of royal orders directed to the government of 
New Spain, was printed in 1563. This volume is a most valuable 
source of materials for the study of the Spanish domination in America. 
Its aggravating omissions and blundering misprints in names and dates 
render it an unsafe reliance in studying the period preceding its appear- 
ance. During the succeeding decades, however, it was the standard 
handbook for the administrators and the legislators of Spanish Mexico, 
and their actions, except for such supplementary legislation as came to 
their attention, were based upon its pages. As so often happens, the 
fame of this volume and its reputed rarity have led to the discovery of a 
considerable number of copies of the original edition. 

The most splendid product of the Mexican press, a volume whose 
pre-eminence has been challenged only two or three times during the 
three and a half centuries which have passed since its publication, is 
the Missale Romanum Ordinartumy printed in the city of Mexico in 
1561. It is a magnificent folio volume of 330 leaves, printed in red 
and black, with historiated initials and occasional woodcut borders, and 
the necessary musical notations. 

The establishment of a printing press in America was determined 
upon, in all probability, at one of the frequent conferences held in 
Spain during the winter of 1533-34, between the viceroy-elect and the 
bishop-elect of New Spain, Don Antonio de Mendoza and Fray Juan 
de Zumdrraga. Negociations were entered into with a leading Sevillian 
printer, Juan Cromberger, who agreed to organize a branch of his 
establishment in the city of Mexico. Type and press were selected and 
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shipped to Vera Cruz, most probably on the spring voyage of 1536. 
It is supposed that Juan Pablos, a native of Brescia in Lombardy, 
accompanied the outfit as Cromberger's representative, and that he took 
charge of the American branch of the business. He may have had with 
him as an assistant, Esteban Martin, whose name appears on the town 
records of Mexico as an applicant for citizenship in 1539, with the de- 
scriptive appellation '* iniprimidor." This is several years earlier than 
the first recorded mention of Pablos. 

As soon as the press was in running order in the New World, it 
was found that the supply of paper brought from Spain was barely 
sufficient for the official circulars, announcements, and similar work of 
transient but instant importance. This is presumably the reason why 
one or possibly two religious manuals in the native language were the 
only productions, of sufficient size to be called books, which were 
printed prior to the surviving publications already mentioned. A 
similar difficulty, due to the distance from the source of supply, appar- 
ently arose during the printing of the Missah of 1561. An examination 
^f different parts of that volume shows that the stock of red ink gave 
out while the volume was on the press, and rather than submit to the 
long delay before a fresh importation from Europe could arrive, the 
printer probably attempted to manufacture something which would 
supply the deficiency. This, at least, is the most plausible explanation 
of the noticeable deterioration and the varying quality of the red with 
which the later pages of the work were printed. 

Juan Cromberger died in 1540, but his American establishment con- 
tinued for four years to issue its works " from the ]^ouse of Cromberger.'* 
In 1542, his heirs secured a renewal or an enrollment of their privileges, 
by which they were entitled to charge a quarter of a real for each 
printed sheet, and to receive an allowance of one hundred per cent 
upon all books imported from Europe, in consideration for the main- 
tenance of their press in the New World. But the Mexican office, de- 
prived of the oversight and direction of the Seviilian master printer, 
appears to have deteriorated to some extent in the years following his 
death. The prompt supply of paper from Europe was neglected, 
resulting in the temporary stoppage of the press in Mexico, and other 
signs show that the business suffered from the absence of active inter- 
ested management. As a result of these circumstances, the heirs of 
Cromberger were induced to exchange their printing plant for other 
forms of American investment, and the type and press became the 
property of Juan Pablos. The negociations must have lasted over 
three years, from the end of 1544, when Cromberger's name appeared 
for the last time in an American imprint, until 1548, when that of 
Pablos was used for the first time. In the interim, such books as the 
latter printed were published without the name of the printer. 
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For ten years Pablos^ whose Italian name may have been Paoli, con- 
ducted the business without a rival. During this period he published 
twenty-five volumes which have survived to the present day. These 
included, besides the linguistic works used by the missionaries and their 
pupils, a number of treatises, among which were four very learned 
works from the pen of Fr. Alonso de la Vera Cruz, for use in the 
newly organized University of Mexico. One of these volumes, the Latin 
"Dialogues" written by Cervantes Salazar in 1554, which have been 
reprinted with a Spanish translation by S' Icazbalceta, contains an ex- 
tremely interesting description of the new University, as well as of 
other portions of the city of Mexico. In the colophon to another of 
his volumes, the Constitiiciones del Argohispado, Pablos stated that this 
was "printed by Juan Pablos of Lombardy, the first printer, in this 
large, magnificent and very loyal city of Mexico, 10 February 1556." 
This statement is the principal authority for supposing that Pablos 
came from Spain in 1536 in charge of Cromberger's establishment. 

The publishing business seems to have been a profitable one, for in 
1558 Antonio de Espinosa, a citizen of Mexico, presented himself 
before the Spanish court with a petition in which he begged that the 
exclusive privileges granted to Pablos by the Viceroys might be annulled, 
on the ground that this monopoly stified competition and^ so prevented 
the Mexicans from securing as good work as might and should be done 
in the New World, and that the prices for printing were maintained at 
an excessive figure. Espinosa appears to have had friends at court, for 
an order was promptly issued in which the viceroy was directed to 
abolish the monopoly, declaring that the trade of printing should 
thenceforth remain free and open to anyone who desired to follow it, as 
was the case in Spain. Further instructions accompanied this order, 
directing the viceroy to provide a suitable estate for Espinosa, to include 
a town lot on which he could erect his printing house, and to assist him 
in any other ways which might advance the interests of the new 
establishment. 

Espinosa's name and printer's mark appeared for the first time on a 
Latin grammar by P". Gilberti printed in 1559, the work being a dis- 
tinct improvement upon any of the productions of Pablos. This initial 
success was followed by a more serious undertaking, most admirably 
accomplished, the splendid Mtsscde Romanum^ which was completed in 
September, 1561. Espinosa continued for fifteen years to print many 
of the most interesting and most important works published in the New 
Worid. 

The name of Pablos appeared for the last time on a book printed in 
1560. Three years later, the type which he had used reappears on the 
pages of Puga's Oedulario^ which was printed by Pedro Ocharte. 
Ocharte conducted this business for thirty years with considerable 
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success. After Espinosa retired, in 1575, Ocharte probably bought at 
least the most important portion of his stock, including the type and 
wood blocks used in the Misscde of 1561, for these reappear in the 
PsaUerio and the Antiphonarium printed by Ocharte in 1584 and 1589. 
During the last two years of the century, the business was transferred 
to his son, Melchior Ocharte, who moved the establishment to the 
Franciscan college at Tlaltelolco Mexico, where he continued to issue 
school books, religious tracts, and other approved publications, well 
into the seventeenth century. 

Pedro Balli's name first appears as the printer of a book printed in 
1574, the year preceding the retirement of Espinosa. His shop con- 
tinued in active operation until 1600, the most important issues being 
linguistic works, none of which possess any especial typographic 
interest. 

Italy furnished the first printer for South, as for North America. 
Antonio Ricardo of Turin, whose name at home may have been Ricci- 
ardi, set up a press in Mexico^ next the Jesuit college of Saints Peter 
and Paul, during the year 1577. He printed one or two noteworthy 
volumes, but his time was chiefly occupied in providing text books for 
the pupils in the college under the supervision of their Jesuit instructors. 
Needless to say, almost none of these has survived. The two or three 
copies which are known have been brought to light since the publication 
of S' Icazbalceta's Bibliografia, through the researches of Dr. Nicolas 
Ledn,' the Mexican student of this generation who most nearly succeeds 
to S'. Icazbalceta's position in the fields of bibliography and of history. 
In 1579, Ricardo removed his stock-in-trade to Peru, where he estab- 
lished at Lima the first American press outside of Mexico. I have 
been unable as yet to secure any good account of the works issued from 
his press or from those of his successors in the Southern Continent. 

Trusting that I have answered your queries satisfactorily, I am 

Very faithfully yours 

George Parker Winship. 
Hon. Samuel A. Green, LL.D., 

Massachusetts Historical Society, 
Boston. 



Since the foregoing paper was presented to the Society, I 
have availed myself of the opportunity to add a supplement- 
ary list gathered from various sources which have been 
carefully noted. These titles add materially to our present 
knowledge of early Colonial printing, a subject of growing 
interest and importance. , 
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In the library of the Boston Athenaeum is a bound volume 
of *' The General Laws and Liberties of the Massachusetts 
Colony " (1672), which contains at the end numerous Sessions 
laws, broadsides, etc., besides manuscript copies of early laws. 
The book once belonged to Elisha Hutchinson, grandfather of 
Governor Thomas Hutchinson ; and the manuscript is prob- 
ably*his handwriting. See Collections (third series, VIH. 195) 
for an account of the volume. A description of these titles, 
so far as they have not been duplicated in preceding lists, is 
as follows : — 

1674. 

Orders, | Made at a | General Court | held at Boston January the 6^\ 

1673. I And Printed by their Order. | Edward Rawson Secret. 

4to. 1 p. 

Page 13, text, verso blank ; headpiece, below the headline, a line of 

border pieces, and a line of similar pieces inverted ; about admiralty 

cases, and allowance for " Posts " ; " Finis " at the bottom. 

1675. 

[Order of the Council, August 30, 1675.] Broadside. 4to. 

A cut of the Colonial arms at top of the page ; '^ At a | Council | 
Held in Boston August the thirtieth 1675"; says, "The Covncil Judg- 
ing it of Absolute necessity for the Security of the English, and the 
Indians that are in Amity with us, that they be Restrayned their usual 
Commerce with the English, and hunting in the Woods, during the 
time of Hostility with those that are our Enemies ; Do Order " that 
those Indians who are " Faithful! to the English, be confined to their 
several Plantations under written " [the places of the " Indians Resi- 
dencies," " Natick, Punquapaog, Nashoba, Wamesit and Hassani- 
mesit "] ; further " that they so order the setting of their Wigwams 
that they may stand Compact in some one part of their Plantations ' ' ; 
" that none of them do presume to Travaile above one mile from the 
Center of such their dwellings, unless in Company of some English '^ ; 
that they shall not " entertain any strange Indians, or receive any of 
our Enemies Plunder '^ ; that '^ any Indian travelling or skulking in 
any of our Towns or Woods, contrary to the limits abovenamed" 
'^ shall be captured or killed ; further that any Indians " that belong 
to any other Plantations, they are to repair to some one of these " 
first mentioned ; signed '* By the Council Edward Rawson Secrt." 
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1676. 

[Order of the Council, April 4, 1676.] Broadside. 4to. 

A cut of the Colonial arms at top of the page ; '^ At a | Council | 
Held at Boston April the 4th. 1676 '^ ; order that ^ the Select Men in 
each Town shall immediately . . . apply themselves with all diligence 
to take a particular account of all Persons and Families so coming unto 
them," those who " are retired from out Towns into the nearer Towns, 
and there make their present abode" ; requiring the selectmen to '^ be 
fully informed of their state and way of living, and how they dispose 
of themselves " ; and '^ to take effectual care that the Incomers afore- 
said settle themselves, or be by them settled in some orderly and 
diligent way of Imployment and Government, especially single and 
younger persons, who are all of them hereby required to yield Obedi- 
ence '* ; signed " By the Council | Edward Rawson Seer." 

[Order of the General Court, May 3, 1676.] Broadside* 4to. 

A cut of the Colonial arms at top of the page ; '^ At a | General 
Covrt I Held at Boston May the 3d, 1676 " ; " For the preventing of 
Injustice, and Inequality in the discharge, and payment of Disburse- 
ments made by any particular persons, or Towns for the Carrying on 
this present Warr," it is ordered ; ** that a Committee shall be Chosen 
in each County, to Examine the Rates put upon all manner of things 
used or Expended for the Publick, and to View the particular Bils 
allowed by the Militia of each Town for Expences, until the first of 
this Instant " ; and *' the Committees abovesaid are hereby Ordered to 
Choose one man from among themselves, in every of the Countyes, 
who shall meet at Boston the first fourth day in July next, and bring 
with them the Accounts allowed and passed in the several Countyes," 
'' whose Act . . . shall be a sufficient warrant for their allowance in 
payment of the County Rate. The names of the Committees are, 

For Suffolke, Capt. Fisher, Deacon Parkes, Mr. Stoddard. 

For Essex, Major Appleton, Mr. Bartholomew, Ens. Fuller. 

For Middlesex, Capt. Hammond, Leiut. Johnson, Mr. Joseph Cook* 

For Norfolke, Mr. Dalton, Ens. Buswil, Lieut. Browo. 

For Hampshire, Capt HoUiock, Leiut. Clarke,' Deacon Tilton." 
Usual ending cut off. 

[Order of the General Court, May 3, 1676.] Broadside. 4to. 

A cut of the Colonial arms at top of the page ; '^ At a [ General 
Court I Held at Boston the 3*** of May | 1676" ; the « Court taking 
into Consideration the great Disappointment the Countrey hath suffred 
by reason of non-appearance of Souldiers Impressed for several expe- 
ditions : Do judge meet " that such persons shall pay fines, — '< every 

4 
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such Foot Souldier . . . four Founds, and every Trooper ... six 
Founds," and if their neglect or refusal '^ be accompanied with Refrac- 
toriness, Reflection or Contempt upon Authority, such persons shall be 
punished with Death, or some other grievous punishment " ; and re- 
quire the '^ Committee of Militia in the several Towns " to take charge 
of the matter ; the Council being given discretion to decide cases upon 
petition ; signed ^ By the Court Edward Rawson Seer." 

1677. 

[Order of the Council, March 29, 1677.] Broadside. 4to. 

A cut of the Colonial arms at top of the page ; '' At a Cour[t] | Held 
at Boston in | New-Engl[and] the 29**^- of March, [1677]"; "The 
Council being informed that se[veral] strange Indians, who have been in 
Hostility against us or have lived amongst such, are brought into this 
Jurisdiction, and bought by several persons, which causeth much 
trouble and fear to the Inhabitants where they reside, and may be of 
dangerous consequence, not only to the Towns where they live, but to 
the whole Jurisdiction, if not timely prevented " ; do order " that what 
person soever . . . shall hereafter buy or keep above ten dayes after 
the publication hereof, any such Indian, Man or Woman already 
bought, above the age of twelve years, without allowance from Author- 
ity, shall besides the forfeit of such Indian or Indians, pay the fine of 
five pounds to the Treasurer of the Country " ; signed " By the 
Council, Edward Rawson Seer'.'' 

[Order of the Council, April 9, 1677.] Broadside. 4to. 

A cut of the Colonial arms at top of the page ; ^^ At a Covncil | 
Held at Boston the 9th. of April, 1677 " ; " The Covncil being informed, 
that among other Evils that are prevailing among us, in this day of 
our Calamity, there is practised by some that vanity of Horse racing, 
for mony, or monyes worth, thereby occasioning much misspence of 
pretious time, and the drawing of many persons from the duty of 
their particular Callings, with the hazard of their Limbs and Lives " ; 
do order the ^^ practice in that kind " to be stopped " within four miles 
of any Town, or i[n] any Highway or Common Rode, on penalty of 
forfieting twenty Shillings [a-] piece, nor shall any Game or run in 
that kind for any mony, or monyes wor[th] upon penalty of forfieting 
Treble the value thereof, one half to the party i[n]forming, and the 
dther half to the Treasury " ; "Dated the ninth of April, 1[677] | 
}^y the Council | Edward Rawson Se[cr.] ; *' closely trimmed on the 
right-hand edge. 
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1678. 

[Order of the Council, March 28, 1678.] Broadside. 4to. 

A cut of the Colonial arms at top of the page : ^' At a | Council | 
Held at Boston, March 28. 1678."; an order declaring that all persons 
who shall " henceforth presume to shoot off any Gun or Guns, charged 
with Bullet or Bullets, Swan, Goose, or other shot towards any Mark 
or place that the Militia in such Town or Towns have not appointed ; 
or so near or into any House, Barn, Garden, Orchards or High- way es 
in any town or towns of this Jurisdiction, whereby any person or per- 
sons shall or may be killed, wounded or otherwise damaged . . . shall 
be liable to answer it " as murderers or otherwise ; further that " where 
either they be Servants or Youths . . . Parents or masters shall be 
liable to make full and due satisfaction " ; signed " By the Council, 
Edward Rawson Seer'." 

Several | Laws and Orders | Made at the second Sessions of the | 
General Court | Held at Boston, October 2^* 1678. | And pub- 
lished by their Order. | Edward Rawson Seer. No titlepage. 
4to. pp. 61-64. 
A cut of the Colonial arms at the top of page 61 ; 61-64, text, 

relating to the oath of allegiance, treason, military companies, clerk of 

the writs, and law of exportation ; various headlines ; *' Finis " between 

two rules. 

1679. 

Several | Laws and Orders | Made at the first Sessions of the | Gen- 
eral Court I Held at Boston, May 28. 1679, and published by 
their Order. | Edward Rawson Secretary. No titlepage. 4to. 
pp. 65-[68]. 
A cut of the Colonial arms at the top of page 65 ; 65 and three 
unnumbered pages, text, relating to training days, size of bricks, fish- 
ing trade, book-debts, letters of attorney, listing troopers, building 
meeting houses, deserted towns and new plantations, and imposts. 

Several | Laws and Orders | Made at the second Sessions of the | 
General Court | Holden at Boston Octob. 15. 1679. and Printed 
by their Order, | Edward Rawson Seer. No titlepage. 4to. 
pp. 69-72. 
A cut of the Colonial arms at top of the first page ; 69-72, text, 
pi^e 70 misnumbered ^^ 69," relating to Sabbath breaking, new build- 
ings in Boston, tythingmen, ordinary-keepers, military service, alarms, 
drummers, impost, verdict of jury, and weights and measures ; various 
headlines. 
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i68o. 

Several | Laws and Orders | Made at a | General Court | Held at 

Boston, February the 4th. 16g: | Edward Rawson Secretary. No 

titlepage. 4to. pp. 74-75. 

First page blank; a cut of Colonial arms at the top of page 74; 

74-75, text, relating to order for elections, captains' commissions, 

and tythingmen; headlines; verso of page 75 blank. 

Several | Laws and Orders | Made at the first Sessions of the | Gren- 
eral Court | for | Elections | Held at Boston, May 19th. 1680. | 
And published by their Order; | Edward Rawson, Secr^. No 
titlepage. 4to. pp. 2. 
First page blank ; a cut of the Colonial arms at top of the second 

page ; 2 pp. text, relating to commissions, buildings, and standard for 

measures ; headlines ; fourth page blank. 

Several | Laws and Orders | Made at the second Sessions of | The 
General Court | Held at Boston, Octob. 13. 1680. And Pub- 
lished by their Order. | Edward Rawson Seer'. . No titlepage. 
4to. pp. 77-79. 
A cut of the Colonial arms at the top of page 77 ; 77-79, text, re- 
lating to masters of vessels^ troopers, elections, rating of cattle, gagers, 
and clerks of the writs ; various headlines ; verso of 79 blank. 
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[Order of the General Court, March 4, 1680.] Broadside. 4to. 

A cut of the Colonial arms at top of the page ; '^ At a Sessions of 
the I General Court | Held at Boston the 4^' of March | 1680"; an 
order, owing to a <' misunderstanding of the Laws formerly made 
against selling Arms and Ammunition to Indiaiy," reviving '' that 
Law Tit. Indians, Sect. 2. strictly inhibiting all Persons from Giving, 
Selling, Bartering directly or indirectly " the same ; ** Provided alwayes, 
that it shall be lawful for our Commissioners of the Colonyes, for the 
time being, by Note under their hands, to allow to our friend Indians, 
for necessary use, small quantity es, not exceeding half a pound of 
Powder to one man at one time, and proportionably Shot or Lead ; " 
signed " By the Covrt, Edward Rawson Seer'." 

Several | Laws and Orders | Made at the Several | General Courts | 
Held in Boston in the Years 1680, 1681, | And Published by 
their Order : | Edward Rawson Secretary. No titlepage. 4to. 
pp. 87-92. 
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A cat of the Colonial arms at the top of page 87 ; 87-89, text, 
relating to troopers, rates on cattle, collections of rates and fines, loaf- 
bread bakers, judgments of the* County Court, executions on estates, 
Indians; 89-90, "February 15, 1681. | For the Satisfaction of | His 
Majesty | And the better Regulating of the Navigation and Trade | 
of this Jvrisdiction : | And in Pursuance of a Law made October the 
tenth One thousand six hundred | severity seven. Referring thereunto " ; 
91, weights, and amendments to laws ; various headlines ; " Finis *' be- 
low a line of border pieces. 

1682. 

[Order of the General Court, May 24, 1682.] Broadside. 12mo. 

" At a I General Court | Held at Boston, May 24*- 1€82 " ; the 
" Court taking into consideration the frequent Exportation of our New 
England Coyne out of the Country, whereby Commerce and Trade is 
very much Obstructed ; As an Expedient to keep Money in the Coun- 
try " ; do order " that all Pieces of Eight, as Pillar, Sevil, and Mexico 
Coyne, that are good Silver, shall pass amongst us as currant Money of 
New-England according to their weight in the present New-England 
Coyne"; signed " By the Court, | Edward Rawson Seer." 

Several | Laws | Made at the second Session of the | General Court 

I Held at Boston, October 11. 1682. | And Printed by their 

Order, | Edward Rawson Seer*. No titlepage. 4to. pp. 98-96. 

A cut of the Colonial arms at the top of page 93 ; 93-96, text, 

relating to mariners, attachments, idle persons, rate for pieces of eight, 

trading in the " Precincts of Canada or Accadye " without license, swine, 

damaged goods, land grants, and deeds of sale ; various headlines. 

An I Order | for regulating Constables Payments, | And for the Rating 

of Unimproved Lands ; and Relating to | Troopers, Made at the 

second Session of the | General Covrt | Held at Boston, Octob. 11. 

1682. I Edward Rawson Seer*. No titlepage. 4to. pp. 2. 

First page blank; a cut of the Colonial arms at top of the second 

page ; 2 pp. text ; fourth page blank. 

1683. 

Several | Laws | made at the | Greneral Court | Called and Held at 
Boston on the seventh of February, and | Continued by Adjourn- 
ment to the thirty first of March 1683. | And by their Order 
Printed and Published; | By Edward Rawson Secretary. No 
titlepage. 4to. pp. 97-99. 
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A cut of the Colonial arms at the top of page 97 ; 97-99, text, 
relating to mines, Naval Office, trading with ships outside the harbor, 
freemen, and commissions ; various headlines ; verso of page 97 blank. 

[Order of the General Court, May 16, 1683.] Broadside. 8vo. 

A cut of the Colonial arms at the top of the page ; *^ At a | Greneral 
Court I Held at Boston May. 16. 1683."; "the Court Considering 
that Cattle are Rated to the Countrey at a greater value than they 
will yield from Man to Man " ; do *' Order, that henceforth all Neat 
Cattle " shall be rated, " Oxen at four years old and above," three 
pounds, *< Cows and Steers at three years and above," forty shillings, 
*'allof two years old," thirty shillings, "Yearlings," fifteen shillings, 
and " Swine at a year old," ten shillings; signed " By the Court | Ed- 
ward Rawson Secret." 

Several | Laws | Made at the second sessions of the | General Court | 
Held at Boston October 10. 1683. And | Published by their 
Order: | Edward Rawson Seer. No titlepage. 4to. pp. 98-99. 
First page blank ; a cut of the Colonial arms at the top of page 98 ; 

98-99, text, relating to public charges, grammar and writing schools, 

innkeepers, and servants '* by execution " ; headlines ; fourth page 

blank. 

[Order of the General Court, November 7, 1683.] Broadside. 4to. 

A cut of the Colonial arms at the top of the page ; " At a Special 
I General Court j Held at Boston Novemb. 7. 1683"; the "Court 
being sensible of the Great Ruines in Boston by Fire, at sundry times, 
and hazard still of the same, by reason of the joyning and nearness 
of the Buildings : For the prevention of Damage and loss thereby for 
the future," do order that no building shall henceforth be " Erected 
and set up in Boston, except of Stone, or Brick, and covered with 
Slate or Tyle," on penalty of forfeiting one hundred pounds ; " the 
Constables, and Grand- jury-men of the said Town, are to take care of 
the Execution of this Order " ; further that the Selectmen are to settle 
the question of boundaries of lands of " such persons whose Houses have 
burnt down in the late Fires " ; and " the Law Title New Buildings in 
Boston, made Octob. 15. 1679. is hereby Repealed respecting Buildings 
to be Erected " ; signed " By the Court Edward Rawson Seer'." 

1684. 

[Order of the General Court, February 13, 168|.] Broadside. 8vo. 

A cut of the Colonial arms at the top of the page ; '^ At a | General 
Court I on Adjournment, Held at Boston | Feb. 13 168|"; an order 
" for Incouragement to Build in Boston with Brick and Stone accord- 
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ing to a Law made the last Session ; As an Addition to the said Law " 
saying ^^ that whosoever shall so Build, shall have liberty to set half 
his Partition- Wall in his Neighbours Ground^ leaving Jagges in the 
Corners of such Walls, for the Neighbours to Adjoyn their Building 
to " ; that the neighbor shall pay half when he builds ; and that the 
Selectmen shall have power " to make Valuation, or lay out the Line 
between such Neighbours " ; signed " By the Court, Edward Rawson 
Secr't." 

Several | Laws and Orders | Made by the | General Court, | Held at 
Boston the 7th of May, 1684. No titlepage. 4to. pp. 100-101. - 
First page blank ; a cut of the Colonial arms at the top of page 100 ; 
100-101, text, relating to imposts, nuisances, executions. Major Robert 
Pike and his troopers, public notary seal, Benjamin Gerrish for officer 
of the port of Salem, and Nathaniel Clark for Newbury and Salisbury ; 
headlines ; verso of page 101 blank. 

At a I General Court | Called by the Honourable Governour on His 
Receipt of His | Majesties Letter, to sit in Boston, July the 9th. 
1684. When | they State there was Made and Passed the Law 
and Order fol- | lowing ; And by their Order Printed : | By the 
Court Edward Rawson Seer'. No titlepage. 4to. pp. 103-105. 
A cut of the Colonial arms at the top of page 103 ; 103-105, text, 
relating to piracy and privateering, and houses of " publick Enter- 
tainment" ; various headlines; verso of page 105 blank. 

Several | Laws | made at the | General Court | Called to Sit, and 

Held at Boston, Sept. 10'^ 1684. | And Published by their Order, 

I Edward Rawson. Seer. No titlepage. 4to. pp. 107-109. 

A cut of the Colonial arms at the top of page 107 ; 107-109, text, 

relating to the law of attaints, and sizing of bricks ; various headlines ; 

verso of page 109 blank. 

Several | Orders and Laws | Made at the Second Sessions of the | 
General Court | Held at Boston, Octob: 15*»». 1684. And Printed 
by their | Order: | Edward Rawson Seer*. No titlepage. 4to. 
pp. 110-111. 
First page blank ; a cut of the Colonial arms at the top of page 110 ; 
110-111, text, relating to Commissioners' power, executions, country 
debts, and wolves; various headlines; verso of page 111 blank. 

1685. 

[Order of the General Court, January 28, 1684.] Broadside. 4to. 

A cut of the Colonial arms at top of the page; "At a | General 

Court I Held at Boston, January 28. 1684"; an order that any per- 
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son or persons may ^ Erect any small Building ; Provided^ it do not 
exceed eight Foot square, and seven Foot Studd, of Wood or Timber ; 
any Law to the contrary notwithstanding: Provided they have the 
Approbation of the Select-men of said Town ; signed ^' By the Court, 
I Edward Rawson, Seer'." 

By the | Grovernour and Council | Assembled at Boston the 2^. of 
April, 1685. | To all His Majesties Subjects within the Govern- 
ment of the I Massachvsets Colony. Broadside. 4to. 
A cut of the Colonial arms at top of the pa^e ; a proclamation giv- 
ing the information '' that there is a Ship of about three Hundred 
Tonus that hath for some time been crusing on the Coast, between 
Martyns Vineyard and Cape Cod, without the Limits of this Colony, 
whereof Christopher Goffe is Captain, and one John Salter is Master,** 
the same ^' deemed and vehemently suspected to have been Wickedly 
and Piratically taken from some of His Majesties Allies in the West 
Indies " ; " Now that no Person or Persons may plead ignorance of His 
Majesties Proclamation, or of the Law Made and Published by the 
Governour and Company of this His Majesties Colony agreeable there- 
unto, bearing Date, July 9*^ 1684"; it is required that any persons 
shall not '^ joyn themselves with said Goffe or his Company, nor to 
receive or conceal any of the Goods coming out of said Ship" or 
otherwise have any relation to them '* contrary to said law " ; signed 
" By Order, Edward Rawson, Seer'." 

Several | Laws and Orders | Made by the | Governour and Company 
I Of the Massachvsets Bay in New-England | at the |. General 
Court I Held at Boston, May 27'^ 1685. | As also at a Gen- 
eral Court Held at Boston on | the 14**" of October, 1685. | And 
Printed by Order, | Edward Rawson | Secretary. No titlepage. 
4to. pp. 121-123. 
A cut of the Colonial arms at the top of page 121 ; 121-123, text, 
relating to duties on imports, damage to fields, Treasurer's power, 
attachments and wills ; various headlines ; verso of page 123 blank. 

l686. 

By the | Grovernour and Company | Of the Massachvsets Bay in New- 
England I At a I General Court | Held at Boston, on Adjourn- 
ment, Feb. 16*^ 1685. No titlepage. 4to. pp. 125-126. 
A cut of the Colonial arms at the top of page 125 ; ^^an Explanation 
of and Addition to the Law title Wills . . . And the Law Intituled 
An Addition to the Law title Wilis, Made Octob. 14*'*- 1685. is hereby 
Repealed " ; signed " By the Court, Edward Rawson Secretary " ; 
headlines. 
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The next two titles are also found in the Library of the 
Boston Athenaeum, but they do not follow here in strict chron- 
ological order with the others, as it has been thought best to 
give all the titles in the bound volume by themselves. 

1676. 

[New Englaods Crisis. Boston, 1676.] No titlepage. 16mo. pp. 31. 
Titlepage wanting, also first leaf, 4 pp. in all ; 4 pp. and p. 9, ^' New 
Englands Crisis | — | The Prologue : ", headpiece, four lines of bor- 
der pieces, and a rule in the middle, the two lower ones inverted, and 
the two inner lines of smaller pieces; 10-21, " New-Englands Crisis" ; 
22, "A Supplement"; 22-26, "Marlburyes Fate"; 26-27, "The 
Town called Providence | Its Fate " ; 27-28, " Seaconk Plain En- 
gagement"; 28-29, Seaconk or Rehobotbs Fate"; 29, *' Chelmsfords 
Fate, signed, ** B. Tompson," 30-31, " On | A Fortification | At Boston 
begun by Women. | Dux Foemina Facti " ; " Finis," between two rules ; 
headlines, " New-Englands Crisis"; verso of page 31 blank; closely 
trimmed; printed probably by John Foster. 

See Proceedings (second series, X. 269-273) of the Histori- 
cal Society for an account of this pamphlet. 

1699. 

Mans I Self-Reflection | Is the Special Means to further his | Recov- 
ery from bis | Apostasy | From | God. | Being the Subject of Two 
I Sermons, | From Psalm 119. Verse 59. | I thought on my ways, 
and turned my feet to | thy Testimonies | — | By James Allen, 
Teacher of the First Ga- | thered Church in Boston. | — 1| Bos- 
ton, Printed by B. Green, & J. Allen. 1699. | Sold at the Print- 
ing House. 16mo. pp. 28 [38]. 
Titlepage, verso blank ; 3-6, " To His Excellency, | Richard, | Earl 
of Bellomont, | Baron of Coloony, in the Kingdom of | Ireland, Gov- 
emour and Commander | in Chief of the Provinces of the | Massachu- 
setts-Bay, New- York, and | New Hampshire | May it please Your 
Excellency," signed, " James Allen," headpiece, a line of a variety of 
border pieces ; headlines ; 7-8, " To the | Reader. | Courteous Reader," 
signed " James Allen," headpiece, two lines of border pieces, the lower 
one inverted; 9-28 [38], ** Mans Self-Reflection, | Is the Special 
Means to further his Reco- | very from his | Apostasy | From | God," 
headpiece one line of border pieces like the first ; " Finis " between 
two rules. 

5 
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The six following titles are found in the Congregational 
Library, Boston, a collection of books rich in early New Eng- 
land literature. The librarian, Rev. William H. Cobb, D.D., 
has placed me under many obligations for his courtesies in 
my work. 

1670 (?). 

Christiane OOnoowae Sampoowaonk. | [Second column] The same in 
English. I A Christian Covenanting Confe'ssion. [Slightly im- 
perfect] 12mo. 1 p. 
First column in Indian, the second in English, separated by a broken 
rule, each in two parts with a rule between ; begins '^ Metahhawae 
Noonamptam kah muttoonooe nus- | sampoowam. Rom. 10. 10," and 
in English "I Believe with my Heart, and Confess with my Mouth. 
Rom. 10 10," both followed by nine articles, numbered, having Scrip- 
tural references at the end of each one, all in English ; below the rule 
in both parts a confession of faith in Christ, in five parts, numbered, 
1 to 4 having Scriptural references in English as before ; form of cov- 
enant, prepared for the use of Indian converts, in the fifth article, last 
mentioned, " For these causes,- wee that dwell in thi[8] Towne called 

are gladly willing to bin[d] our selves to God, to Remember the 

Sabbath day to keep it holy, so long as wee live. And also to bind our 
selves to each other, to meet together every Sabbath day (when it may 
be done[)] to doe all our Sabbath day Services, Prayers &c[.] accord- 
ing to the word of God, the holy Spirit o[f] God helping us. By this 
Gospel covenant, we do give our selve[s] and our Children to Jesus 
Christ, to walk wit[h] Him in Church Order, so long as we live" ; 
a line of fine border pieces at the top ; trimmed so closely on the right- 
hand edge that in some places a letter is lost at the end of a line ; two 
lines torn off from the loiver right-hand corner. 

This sheet, supposed to be unique, was printed probably by 
Samuel Green at Cambridge between 1665 and 1675, and is a 
second edition. The text measures 6| inches in length by 
nearly 5 in width. See Wilberforce Eames's " Bibliographic 
Notes on Eliot's Indian Bible " (page 6), for a facsimile re- 
production of each edition. On a flyleaf at the end of the 
volume, in which this broadside is bound, are written the 
words : " Abijah Woods Book bought at Gov' Gills Vandue 
1805." 
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1689. 

Brief I Explications | Of | Truth & Error ; [ Very Necessary to be 
thoroughly Vnderstood, before the Miserable | Breaches of the 
Church of England can be Healed: | Or, | Labour | (In a time 
of much Darkness and Church-breaking Error) | For a full and 
clear Understanding of the Foundation of all true | Faith and 
Obedience. | — | [Two hands pointing at each other.] | — || 
Printed in the Year, 1689. 12mo. pp. 8, 20, 4. 
Pages 1-8, " Mr. Cotton Mather opposed by a Son of the Church/' 
headpiece two lines of border pieces ; 1 p. titlepage, given above, verso 
blank ; 2 pp. " The Preface," headpiece a line of border pieces, similar 
to the first ; 1-20, " Explication of the Doctrine : God in Christ 
bought all Mankind," headpiece two lines of border pieces, like the 
first, only the lower one inverted ; 1-4, " Postscript " ; new set of sig- 
nature lettei^s for second and third parts ; each part ending with " Finis." 

Near the top of the first page of this work, in the left-hand 
corner, is written " May. 18. 91," and in the right-hand corner, 
" Johannis Cottoni." The first and last parts may have been 
printed here, as they have th^ general appearance of New 
England typography. The middle part, or that bearing the 
title, was printed perhaps in England ; and Cotton Mather 
may have had the other two parts printed here. The first 
part begins, " Sir, I have seen your Invitation to the Lords 
Supper and am grieved to see the Sacraments so much 
wronged,*' and ends, '' Therefore for the discovery of them, ' 
I have adventured this Letter and the following brief Expli- 
cations." Mather's " Companion to Communicants," which 
contains *' Invitations to the Lords Supper," was printed in 
1690 ; and unless there was an earlier edition, the first part of 
"Brief Explications " was printed after the second. 

1690. 
Errata. Slip. 

This slip contains a list of Errata in seven lines, following the head- 
line, and is found pasted on the last fly-leaf of a work entitled '^ The 
Principles of the Protestant Religion Maintained" (Boston, 1690). 

1697. 

A Dead Faith Anatomized | — | A | Discourse | On | The Nature, 
and the Danger, | With the Deadly Symptoms | Of a | Dead 
Faith I In those | Who profess the Faith of Christ, j — | By 
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Samuel Mather, | Pastor of the Church at Windsor, in the | 
Colony of Connecticut. | — | [One line of Latin.] | — || Boston 
in New England, | Printed by Bartholomew Green, | and John 
Allen. I 1697. 16mo. pp. 24, 96. [Imperfect.] 
Titlepage, surrounded by a line of S-shaped border pieces, verso 
blank ; 3-24, " Preface," signed " Cotton Mather," headpiece a line of 
border pieces, two lines of stars, and another line of border pieces in- 
verted; 1-96, '<A Dead Faith | Anatomized," headpiece a line of a 
variety of border pieces ; 97-108, wanting. 

Near the top of the titlepage is written : " May. 5. 97 Ather- 
ton Mather ex done authoris " ; on the flyleaf at the begin- 
ning : ^^ Rebecka Mather her book ex done authoris " ; and on 
the back of the titlepage: ^^ Jemima Stoughton her book 
1740." 

1699. 

The Folly | Of | Sinning, | Opened & Applyed, | In Two | Sermons, 
I Occasioned by the Condenmation | of one that was Executed 
at I Boston in New-England, on | November 17th. 1698. | — | By 
Increase Mather, Prsesident of | Harvard CoUedge in Cambridge, 
and I Preacher of the Gospel at Boston in N. E. | — | [Two 
lines from Rom. xvi. 19.] | — 1| Boston, Printed by B. Green, & 
J. Allen, I for Michael Perry over against the Town | House, 
and Nicholas Buttolph at the cor- | ner of Gutteridges Coffee 
House. 1699. 16mo. pp. 95. [Imperfect] 
Titlepage, surrounded by a border line, verso blank ; 3-48, " The 
I Folly I Of I Sinning | — | Sermon I," pages 11-14, and 35-38 
wanting, headpiece a line of a variety of border pieces ; 49-95, " Ser- 
mon II. I Proposition. II." ; *^ The End," at the bottom of page 95, 
followed by two lines of ^' Errata " ; headlines ; verso of page 95 blank. 

Spiritual | Desertions | Discovered | and | Remedied. | Being | The 
Substance of divers Sermons | Preached for the help of dark | 
Souls, labouring under | Divine withdrawings. | — | By Samuel 
Willard, | Teacher of a Church in Boston. | — | [Four lines from 
Isaiah xxxv. 3, 4.] | — 1| Boston in New-England, | Printed by 
B. Green, and J. Allen, for | Michael Perry and Benjamin Eliot. 
1699. 16mo. pp. 144. 
Titlepage, verso blank ; 2 pp. " Reader," signed " Who am, | Less 
than the least of | all Saints, | S. W.," headpiece a line of a variety of 
border pieces ; 5-144, " Spiritual | Desertions | Discovered and Reme- 
died," running headlines ; '^ Finis " between two rules. 
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The next three broadsides here described belong to our 
associate, Mr. Robert C. Winthrop, Jr., and are supposed to 
be unique specimens. Without any doubt they all were 
struck off from the Cambridge or Boston press, but it may be 
a question whether the first sheet was printed at the time 
of Governor Winthrop's death. Probably the last two sheets 
were printed by John Foster, the pioneer printer of Boston. 
See the Proceedings (XV. 396) of this Society for reference 
to these broadsides. 

1649. 

A I Funeral Elegie | ("Written many years since) [ On the Death of 
the Memorable and truly Honourable | John Winthrope Esq : | 
Governour of the Massachusets Colony in N-£ngland. | For the 
space of 19 years, who died in the 63d. Year of his Age. March 
26. 1649 Broadside. 4to. 
Two columns in verse, separated by line of small border pieces, the 
whole surrounded by a heavy black border in four parts, the one at the 
top arched, a rule below the title; begins "You English Mattachu- 
sians all | Forbear sometime from sleeping," and ends " Friendly 
correct what is amiss, | Accept his love that did write this " ; signed 
"Perciful Lowle." 

Mr. Winthrop, in his " Life and Letters of John Winthrop " 
(II. 398, 399, 465), gives this Elegy in full, with some remarks 
wherein he says that the expression "written many years 
since," " seems to imply that it was not printed at the time of 
its composition." Percival Lowell, of Newbury, the writer of 
the lines, died on January 8, 1665. 

1676. 

A I Funeral Elegy | Vpon the Death of that Excellent and most 
worthy Gentleman | John Winthrop Esq. | Late Governour of 
his Majestyes Colony of Conecticot: | Who deceased April, 1676. 

IA n Q err* Jo^° Winthrop, 
.£i.Uagr. Oh Print Wo n!h: 

Two columns in verse, surrounded by a heavy black border in four 
parts, the one at the top rounded but of slightly different shape from 
that in the first broadside ; begins as follows : — 

LEt woe be printed nigh unto our Land, 
Since that Jehovahs formidable hand 
Hath been bereaving us this fatal year, 
Of such a Star within our Hemisphere. 
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And ends in the second column ; followed by " Accrosticon," in twelve 
lines, of which the two last are : — 

Oh may this dismal loss ne'r be forgot, 
Per Flimouth, Boston, and Conecticot 

followed by the word " Epitaph/' and four lines given below : — • 

Ere lyes a None-such for all virtuous things. 
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Fittest to be discoursed of by Kings. 

Mors omnibus communis 
Finis. 



The sheet bears the following indorsement: "For Major 
Fitz J°® Winthrop, his much Honord friend from yo' humble 
serv* Steph : Chester Wethersfield, July prim 1680." Perhaps 
Mr. Chester was the author of the Elegy. See Collections 
(sixth series, V. 7, 8) of this Society, for two letters from him, 
dated respectively at Weathersfield, April 7 and 17, 1677, 
which have possible allusions to these lines. 

A I Funeral Tribute | To the Honourable Dust of that Most Chari- 
table Christian, Ynbiassed Politician, | And unimitable Pyrotech- 
nist I John Winthrope esq : | A Member of the Royal Society, & 
Governour of Conecticut Colony in | New-England. | Who ex- 
pired in his Countreys Service, April. 6th. 1676. 
Two columns in verse, separated by a double rule, the whole 

surrounded by a heavy black border in four parts, the one at the top 

heavier and arched on the lower side, a rule below the title ; signed 

" B. Thompson." 

According to " A New and Further Narrative of the State 
of New-England . . . from March till August, 1676," in the 
John Carter Brown Library, being a letter written from Bos- 
ton by N. S., this sheet was printed here before July 22. 
Without doubt it was issued from the press of John Foster, 
as at that period he was the only printer in Boston. See Pro- 
ceedings (second series, X. 270, 271) of this Society. 

The finest private collection of early American imprints in 
New England, after the John Carter Brown Library, belongs 
to Mr. Sumner HoUingsworth, of Boston. Among his rarities 
is a volume of fifteen pamphlets by Increase Mather, relating 
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to various subjects, and handsomely bound in goatskin. They 
are of old-fashioned quarto size, being 7 inches in height by 
5| in width. All were printed either at Cambridge or Boston 
before the year. 1681, and the binding is contemporary 
with that period. The book is sewed on hide thongs laced 
into the covers, and finished with blank tooling of dotted 
lines, a panel within a panel caught to the corners with simi- 
lar lines, and ornamented at the ends of the centre panel with 
blank corner pieces. 

Pasted on the back of the first titlepage in the volume is a 
manuscript list of the various pamphlets, in Cotton Mather's 
handwriting, giving very short titles of each one. Presumably 
this list once had been written on a flyleaf at the beginning 
of the book, and after a time the leaf had been torn out, and, 
in order to save the memorandum, it then was cut down and 
pasted on the verso of the titlepage. I am inclined to think 
that Cotton Mather, at the time two years out of college, 
made this collection of some of his father's writings, and had 
them bound together. With very few exceptions the volume 
contains all his father's publications issued here between the 
years 1673 and 1680 inclusive, and probably the missing ones 
could not readily be found. 

In the arrangement of these pamphlets a negative fact crops 
out, which is worth noting. While it has not been known for 
a certainty what was the first Boston imprint, it is known that 
John Foster, the pioneer printer of Boston, who began busi- 
ness here in 1675, issued from his press in that year two 
sermons by Increase Mather, which were preached with an 
interval of only five or six weeks in the time of their delivery. 
It has been supposed that the earlier one delivered was the 
earlier one printed ; but on this point there is no direct evi- 
dence. These two sermons were " The Wicked mans Por- 
tion," preached "the 18th day of the 1 Moneth" (March 18, 
1675), and " The Times of men are in the hand of God," 
preached " the 4*^ day of the 3^ Moneth 1675 " (May 4, 1675). 
Both these sermons are bound up in the volume ; and if the 
collection were made by Cotton Mather, as is supposed, he 
would have been very apt to place them in chronological 
order, as most of the others are so placed. In the arrange- 
ment the sermon entitled " The Wicked mans Portion " 
comes before the other, which at first sight seems to show 
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that this pamphlet was the earlier publication ; and if so, it is 
the first work printed in Boston. 

I have a strong feeling that the book was bound by 
Edmund Ranger, " Bookbinder in Boston," the only man of 
his calling whose name has come down to us from that par- 
ticular period. Of course there were bookbinders here then, 
but they are not recorded as such. As early as August 7, 
1637, the town records of Boston mention the sale of a shop 
to one Saunders, " a bookebynder." Ranger's name is found 
on three different titlepages, on one as a bookseller and book- 
binder, and on the other two as a bookseller. The imprints 
are as follows : " Cambridge : Printed by Marmaduke John- 
son, 1673. And Sold by Edmund Ranger Bookbinder in 
Boston " (on Increase Mather's Wo to Drunkards) ; " Gam- 
bridge : Printed by Samuel Green, and sold by Edmund 
Ranger in Boston, 1678" (on Mather's Prat/ for the Rising 
Generation) ; and, " Boston, Printed by John Foster, and 
sold by Edmund Ranger, 1679" (on James AUin's Serious 
Advice^ etc.). At that time Johnson, Green, and Foster were 
the only printers in the Colonies; and if Ranger sold their 
books, probably he also bound them. Mr. Savage, in his 
Genealogical Dictionary, speaks of him as a stationer. 

From an examination of the several works in the volume, it 
is evident that Foster bought and used the type and border 
pieces that had belonged to Johnson, as the various fonts and 
styles in the two printing-offices are identical, or nearly so. 

The following list gives the titles in brief, with the imprints 
in full, of the fifteen pamphlets found in the volume ; and for 
the sake of convenience the titles are here numbered. 

The Life and Death of . . . Mr. Richard Mather . . . Cambridge: 
Printed by S. G. and M. J. 1670. 1 

The First Principles of New-England . . . Cambridge Printed by 
Samuel Green, 1675. 2 

A Discourse Concerning the Subject of Baptisme . . . Cambridge 
Printed by Samuel Green 1675. 3 

Wo to Drunkards. Two Sermons . . . Cambridge : Printed by Mar- 
maduke Johnson. 1673. And Sold by Edmund Ranger Book- 
binder in Boston. 4 

The Day of Trouble is near. Two Sermons . . . Cambridge : Printed 
by Marmaduke Johnson. 1674. 5 

The Wicked mans Portion. Or a Sermon . . . Boston, Printed by 
John Foster. 1675. 6 



41 

The Times of men are in the hand of God. Or a Sermon . . . Bos- 
ton, Printed by John Foster 1675. 7 

A Brief History of the VVarr with the Indians . . . Boston, Printed 
and Sold by John Foster over against the Sign of the Dove. 
1676. 8 

An Earnest Exhortation to the Inhabitants of New-England . . . Bos- 
ton Printed by John Foster : And are to be Sold over against the 
Dove. 1676. 9 

A Relation of the Troubles which have hapned in New-England . . . 
Boston, Printed and sold by John Foster. 1677. 10 

An Historical Discourse Concerning the Prevalency of Prayer . . . 
Boston ; Printed and sold by John Foster. 1677. 11 

Renewal of Covenant the great Duty ... A Sermon . . . Boston ; 
Printed by J. F. for Henry Phillips, and are to be sold at his Shop 
in the West end of the Town-house in Boston. 1677. 12 

Pray for the Rising Generation, or a Sermon . . . Cambridge : Printed 
by Samuel Green, and sold by Edmund Ranger in Boston. 
1678. 13 

The Divine Right of Infant-Baptisme . • . Boston, Printed by John 
Foster, in the Year 1680. 14 

Returning unto God the great concernment of a Covenant People . . . 
Boston, Printed by John Foster. 1680. 15 

Below are the collations of two of these titles, which have 
not been hitherto described : — 

1674. 

The Day of Trouble is near. | — | Two | Sermons | Wherein is shewed, 
I What are the Signs of a Day of Trouble being near. | And par- 
ticularly, I What reason there is for New-England to expect | A 
Day of Trouble. | Also what is to be done, that we may escape 
these things | which shall come to pass. | Preached (the 11^^ day 
of the 12*** Month, 1673. being a day of | Humiliation | in one of 
the Churches in Boston. | — | By Increase Mather, Teacher of 
that Church. | — | [Two lines from Ezek. xxxiii. 7 ; three lines 
from Matt. xxiv. 6, 7, 8 ; two lines from Luke xxi. 28.] | — 1| 
Cambridge: Printed by Marmaduke Johnson. 1674. 12mo. 
(4), 31. 
Titlepage surrounded by a double border line, verso blank ; 2 pp. 
" Christian Reader," signed " Vrian Oakes," headpiece a line of small 
border pieces, headline on the second page " To the Christian Reader " ; 
1-31, " Ezek. 7. 7. I — The day of Trouble is near — ,'* headpiece a 
line of border pieces, headlines ; " Finis " between two rules ; verso of 
page 31 blank. 
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Near the bottom of the titlepage is the autograph signature 
^^ Cottonus Matherus." 

1677. 

Renewal of Covenant the great Duty | incumbent on decaying or dis- 
tressed I Chvrches. | — - | A Sermon Concerning Renewing of 
Covenant with God in Christ, | Preached at Dorchester in New- 
England, the 21. Day | of the 1. Moneth 1677. being a Day of | 
Humiliation | There,-on that Occasion. | — | By Increase Mather, 
Teacher of | a Church in Boston. — [Three lines from Deut. 
xxix. 1 ; two lines from Jer. 1. 5] — [Eight lines of Latin.] | 
— II Boston ; \ Printed by J. F. for Henry Phillips, and are to be 
sold at his [ Shop in the West end of the Town-house in Boston. 
1677. 12mo. pp. (7), 21. 
Titlepage, surrounded by a double border line, verso blank ; 5 pp. 
''To the Church of Christ in | Dorchester | Dearly Beloved in the 
Lord Jesus," signed ^' Yours in the Lord alwayes | Increase Mather," 
and dated '' Boston, | 22d. of 8. Moneth, | 1677," headpiece, a line of 
border pieces, a rule, and a line of similar pieces inverted, headlines ; 
1 p. blank; 1-21, ^'Neh. 9. 38. And because of all this we | make a 
sure Covenant,'^ ending on page 21 with a Hue " Tibi Domine ** ; verso 
of page 21 blank. 

Mr. HoUingsworth is the owner of two copies of Eliot's 
Indian Bible (Cambridge, 1663). One of them is described 
by Mr. Eames, and in his list is numbered 29 ; but the other 
is not mentioned. There are several varieties of this edition 
of the Indian Bible, which vary from each other in the ar- 
rangement of the parts, or in some minor detaUs. These 
variations are so slight that I have not given them in this 
list, but they are carefully noted in Mr. Eames's critical paper 
on the subject. 

Beginning with the titles which belong to the Boston 
Athenaeum, the Congregational Library, Mr. Winthrop, and 
Mr. HoUingsworth, there are given in these later pages 45 
collations. This number, added to that previously mentioned 
on page 6, makes a total of 556 titles described by Mr. Paine 
and myself. 
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LIST OF TITLES. 



For general convenience and ready reference, the following 
list of shortened Titles, with the name of Authors and the 
year of Publication, is here given. It includes the various 
titles found in the paper submitted at the meeting on June 9, 
1898, as well as in the present paper. As these titles have 
been mentioned in connection with the several libraries where 
they belong, it has been thought best to keep them together in 
this list, and not to separate them from such collections. 



Supplementary List, June 9. 

Massachusetts Historical Society. 

Bulkeley, Gershom. The People's Right to Election . . . 1689 

Cambridge Platform. A Platform of Church- Discipline . . 1680 

HigginsoD, John. Our Dying Saviour's Legacy of Peace . . 1686 
Mather, Cotton. [^Ei-rata to "Early Piety" and "Several 

Sermons"] 1689 

Mather, Increase. The Doctrine of Divine Providence . . 1684 
Mather, Nathaniel. A Sermon . . . on . . . the Constant 

Exercise of Grace 1684 

Mitchel, Jonathan. Propositions concerning . . . Baptism . 1662 

Norton, John. A Brief Catechisme 1660 

Steere, Bichard. A Monumental Memorial of Marine Mercy . 1684 

Willard, Samuel. A Brief Discourse of Justification . • . 1686 

Massachusetts Archives, 

Andros, Edmund. The Declaration . . . April 18th. 1689 . 1689 
Harvard College. An Humhle Proposal for the Inlargement of 

the University 1 659 

Massachusetts. Anno 1697 [list of Assistants] 1697 

At the Convention . . . [declaration concerning the Laws, 

June 22] 1689 

At the Convention . . . [proclamation for Fast, Sept. 19] 1689 

At a Council . . . [proclamation for Fast, Sept 22] . . 1 670 
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Massachnsetts. At the General Court . . . [order to issue 

Bills, Dec. 10] 1690 

Boston . . . August 9th, 1667 [concerning the fleet in 

the Caribdee Islands]. . . / 1667 

Boston, March 22. 167§ [about rebuilding the Castle] . 1673 

By the Governour and Council [proclamation for Fast, 

May 7] 1691 

The General Courts Answer to Joseph Dudley .... 1686 

Mather, Increase. The Present State of New-English Affsdrs 1689 

N., N. From a Gentleman of Boston 1689 

Naval Office at Boston . . . [clearance certificate] .... 1692 

Port Royal Garrison. Advertisement [June 5] 1691 



Second Supplementabt List. 

Massachusetts Historical Society, 

Mather, Cotton. The Everlasting Gospel 1700 

John Carter Brown Library, 

Bay Psalm Book [second edition] 1647 

Budd, Thomas. Good Order Established in l^ennsilvania . . 1 685 

Eliot, John. The Indian Grammar begun 1666 

Manitowompae Pomantamoonk 1685 

Fletcher, Benjamin. An Account of Several Passages . . . 1693 

Keith, George. A Vision Concerning the . . . Separation . 1692 

Mather, Cotton. The Christian Thank-OfFering . ... . . 1696 

The Resolved Christian 1700 

Speedy Repentance urged 1690 

New York. A Letter from a Gentleman 1698 

Quakers. The Christian Faith of the People 1692 

New England's Spirit of Persecution 1693 

Wheeler, Thomas. A Thankefull Remembrance 1676 

Whiting, Samuel. Abraham's Humble Intercession .... 1666 

A Discourse of the last Judgement 1664 

Williams, Roger. George Fox Digg'd out of his Burrowes . 1676 

Brown University Library. 

Mather, Cotton. An Elegy on the . . . Death ... of Nathanael 

Collins 1685 

A Poem Dedicated to . . ; Vrian Oakes 1682 
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Boston Atherueum, 

Allen, James. Mans Self-Reflection 1699 

Massachusetts. At a Council . . . [order about Indians, Aug. 30] 1675 
At a Council . . . [order about Incomers to towns, 

April 4] 1676 

At a Council . . . [order about horse-racing, April 9] . 1677 

At a Council . . . [order about the use of guns, March 28] 1678 

At a Court . . . [order about Indians, March 29] . . . 1677 

At a General Court . . . [order about payments for the 

War, May 3] 1676 

At a General Court . . . [order about soldiers impressed. 

May 3] 1676 

At a General Court . . . [order about coin, May 24] . 1682 

At a General Court . . . [order about rating of cattle. 

May 16] . 1683 

At a General Court . . . [order about buildings in Boston, 

Feb. 13, 1683,4] 1684 

At a General Court . . . [laws about privateering, etc., 

July 9] 1684 

At a General Court . . . [order about buildings in Bos- 
ton, Jan. 28, 1684] 1685 

At a Sessions of the General Court . . . [order prohibit- 
ing the sale of arms and ammunition to the Indians, 

March 4, 1680] . 1681 

At a Special . General Court . . . [order about buildings 

in Boston, Nov. 7] 1683 

By the Governour and Company . . . [about law on 

Wills, Feb. 16, 1685] 1686 

By the Governour and Council . . . [proclamation about 

Captain Goffe's ship, April 2] 1685 

Orders, Made at a General Court . . . [Jan. 6, 1673] . 1674 

Order for regulating Constables Payments . . . Octob. 11. 1682 

Several Laws . . . [Oct. 11, 1682, March 31 and Oct. 10, 

1688, Sept. 10, 1684] 
Several Laws and Orders . . . [Oct. 2, 1678, May 28 

and Oct. 15, 1679, Feb. 4, 1679,80, May 19 and 

Oct. 13, 1680, 1680, 1681, May 7, 1684, Oct 14, 1685] 

Several Orders and Laws . . . [Oct. 15] 1684 

Tompson, Benjamin. New Englands Crisis 1676 
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Congregational Library. 

Brief Explications of Truth & Error 1689 

Eliot, JohD. A Christian Covenanting Confession • . . (?)1670 
Mather, Cotton. Errata [to <^ Principles of the Protestant 

Religion Maintained "] 1690 

Mather, Increase. The Folly of Sinning, Opened & Applyed 1699 

Mather, Samuel. A Dead Faith Anatomized 1697 

Willard, Samuel. Spiritual Desertions Discovered • . . . 1699 

Robert C. Winthrop, Jr. 

Chester, Stephen (?). A Funeral Elegy . . . [on John Win- 
throp, Grovernor of Connecticut] 1676 

Lowell, Percival.. A Funeral Elegie . . . [on John Winthrop, 

Governor of Massachusetts] 1649 

Thompson, Benjamin. A Funeral Tribute . . . [on John 

Winthrop, Governor of Connecticut] 1676 

Sumner HoUingsworth, 

Mather, Increase. The Day of Trouble is near . . . . . 1674 
Renewal of Covenant the great Duty 1677 



APPENDIX. 



The two following papers are taken from the Proceedings 
of the Massachusetts Historical Society (second series, XI. 
240-263, and X. 540-547) for February 11, 1897, and April 9, 
1896, respectively. They bear so closely upon the subject of 
Early American Imprints, that it has been thought best to 
republish them in connection with this Supplementary List. 
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EARLY PRINTING IN NEW ENGLAND. 



Dr. Samuel A. Gbeen presented the following 
paper : — 

I wish to submit copies of some papers found among the 
Massachusetts Archives at the State House, which will explain 
themselves. They consist of documents relating to the early 
history of printing at Cambridge, and give some new facts 
connected with the development of that art in New England. 
Among these manuscripts are two petitions of Marmaduke 
Johnson, dated at different times, which supplement the 
remarks made by our late venerable associate, the Reverend 
Dr. Lucius R. Paige, and published in the Proceedings (XX. 
265-268) of this Society for June, 1883. 

The signer of these two papers, Marmaduke Johnson, was 
one of the early printers of the Colony, who came to New 
England in the year 1660, under the auspices of the Company 
for the Propagation of the Gospel among the Indians. He 
had been bred a printer and was skilled in the art, and had 
been sent over by that Corporation in order to help set up 
Eliof s version of the Bible and to hasten the completion of 
that great undertaking. His career while at Cambridge did 
not comport with the strict ideas of his Puritan neighbors, 
and there was much friction between him and thetn. He had 
left a wife in London, and his conduct here did not commend 
itself to their notions of propriety ; though in justice to John- 
son I will say that during his troubles the apostle Eliot remained 
onfriendly terms with him. 

Johnson's term of engagement as a printer ended in August, 
1664 ; and soon afterward he returned to England, as in both 
his petitions to the General Court he speaks of coming back 
to this country in 1665, with his press and type, or "letters," 
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as he calls them. It is an interesting fact to know that at 
that time he brought over another press to Cambridge, which 
made the third one then in the Colony. Mr. Thomas, in his 
" History of Printing in America " (I. 273, 274), gives the titles 
of ten books and pamphlets printed by Johnson alone, which 
were issued during the period extending from 1665 to 1674. 
By the light of these petitions it is easy to see why his im- 
prints began with the year 1665, and, as he died in Boston, 
on December 25, 1674, it is equally clear why they stop at 
that date. During this decade, however, from time to time 
he printed several titles in connection with Samuel Green, 
though probably there was no regular partnership between 
them. Presumably their presses were set up in the same 
building, and perhaps in the same room, which might account 
for their close business relations. At that time Green's press 
was worked in the Indian College, so called, built at the 
expense of the Company for the Propagation of the Gospel, 
etc. According to Daniel Gookin's account of the Indians, 
printed in the Collections (I. 176) of this Society, the building 
had "hitherto [1674] been principally improved for to accom- 
modate English scholars, and for placing and using a printing 
press belonging to the college." 

In the second edition of Thomas's " History of Printing in 
America" (I. 59) the editor. Dr. Haven, says in a foot-note 
that he has " not found any book printed in Boston, or in any 
other town in Massachusetts, excepting Cambridge, until the 
year 1674," — which would imply that he had seen a Boston 
imprint of that date, though no such title is given in his list of 
" Ante-Revolutionary Publications." It is known that John- 
son was printing at Cambridge as late as the beginning of 
August, 1674 ; and, as his second petition was granted by the 
General Court, it is within the range of possibilities that later 
in the year he established his press in Boston, and that some 
titlepage bore his imprint. As he died here, it is very likely 
that his home was here at that time ; and I shall not despair 
some day of seeing a specimen of his handicraft done in Boston 
shortly before his death. 

In the same edition of Thomas's " History of Printing " 
(I. 69), Dr. Haven makes some interesting statements in re- 
gard to the typography of a copy of " The Psalms, Hymns, 
and Spiritual Songs of the Old and New Testaments." belong- 
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ing to the American Antiquarian Society; and to a certain 
extent his remarks are verified by inferences drawn from these 
papers. It is very likely that this book was printed by John- 
son, with his font of type, then presumably new, which he 
brought over in 1665. In speaking of the work, Dr. Haven 
says : — 

I have a complete copy of this edition, but the name of the printer, 
and the year in which it was printed, are not mentioned. It is calcu- 
lated by being printed in a small page, with a very small type, to bind 
up with English editions of the pocket Bible ; and, as the printing is 
executed by a good workman, and is the best that I have seen from the 
Cambridge press, I conclude, therefore, it could not be printed by 
Green before the arrival of Marmaduke Johnson in 1660; I have no 
doubt it was printed under Johnson's care ; and, probably, soon after 
the Indian Bible came from the press in 1663. Johnson was a good 
printer, and so called by the corporation in England, who engaged, and 
sent him over, to assist Green in printing that work. Although in this 
edition the typography far exceeds in neatness any work then printed 
in the country, it is very incorrect ; but this might have been more the 
fault of the corrector of the press, than of the printer. My belief that 
it was published about the year 1664, or 1665, is confirmed by its being 
printed for Hezekiah Usher, the only bookseller that I can find an 
account of at that time, in New England. He dealt largely in mer- 
chandise, and was then agent to the corporation in England, for 
propagating the Gospel in ifTew England. It is a curious fact, that 
nonpareil types were used so early in this country ; I have not seen 
them in any other book printed either at Cambridge, or Boston, before 
the revolution; even brevier types had been but seldom used in the 
printing houses in Boston, earlier than 1760. The nonpareil used for 
the Psalms was new, and a very handsome faced letter. 
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The first restriction on the liberty of the press at Cambridge 
was placed by the General Court in October, 1662^ when two 
licensers were appointed without whose ''allowance" and 
approval nothing could be printed. This action was due, 
perhaps entirely, to the publication of some religious tracts 
during the preceding year which gave offence to the clergy 
and others. The founders of New England feared the dangers 
of theological heresy more than those of political revolutions. 
While in matters of government they were far in advance 
of their contemporaries, they had not yet learned the lesson 
of toleration in religious thought. The restriction, however, 
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was soon taken off, as the law was repealed at the next session 
of the legislature, which began on May 27, 1668, but only 
to be re-enacted two years later, with an additional require- 
ment as to the town where the press could be set up. 

The enactment of this restriction was aimed at Johnson, as 
it was passed on May 27, 1665, — after his arrival, according 
to the second petition, — and not on October 19, 1664, as 
stated in the " History of Printing " (1. 58). 

The volume and page of the Archives where these several 
manuscripts may be found, are indicated by Roman letters and 
Arabic figures within parentheses, at the end of each paper. 

The legislative order in regard to the press and Johnson's 
two petitions are as follows : — 

ffor the pventinge of Irregularities & abuse to the Authoritie of 

this Country by the printinge presse 
It is Ordered by this Court & Authoritie thereof that there shalbe no 
printing presses allowed in any towne within this Jurisdiction but in 
Cambridge nor shall any pson or psons p^'sume to print any Coppie but 
by the allowance first had & obtayned vnder the hands of such as this 
Court shall from time to time empowre therevnto, & for the p^sent doe 

nominate <& empowre Cap. Daniel Gookin m Tho : Danforth the p^sent 
p^'sident of the CoUedge & mf Jonathan Michell or any three of them 
duely to suruay such coppie or coppies as afibresd & in case of non ob- 
servance of this order to forfeit the prese to the country & be disabled 
from vsing any such proffessio w*^*° this Jurisdictio for the time to come, 
provided this order shall not extend to the obstruction of any Coppie 
which this Court shall judge meet to order to be published in print the 
deputs haue past this desireinge the consent of of Hono*!^ magists 

27 (3)'* 1665 William Tobret Clertc 

Consented vnto ^vided that instead of Cap* Daniell Gookin 
and m' Tho : Danforth m' John Shearman and m'^ Tho* Shep- 
herd be deputed to Joyne w**^ the p'sent p^sedent and m' Jona^ 
than Mitchell any two of whome shall haue power to allowe or 
phibit printing according to this order 

^ , , , Ri: Bellingham Goif 

Consented to by the deputs 

William Torret Cleric 

[Indorsed] Order ab' printing* ^ Coriam 
27 May 65 
1665 

(LYUL 55.) 
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To the hono*3* the Govern', the Deputy Govern', and the rest 
of the Honored Magistrats, <& deputies of the Masachu- 
sets CoUony Assembled in the Generall Coart at Boston. 
29*.^ 2r 1668 

The humble petition of Marmaduke Johnson of Cambridge, 
Printer. 
Sheweth, 

That yo' petitioner by the good hand & providence of God 
returning from England in the year 1665. with his printing 
press, & letters, and finding no law of the Country, nor order 
of any Court to prohibit y^ Exercise of his calling in any 
town, or place convenient within this Jurisdiction, did apply 
himself (according to the Custome of strangers) to the Select- 
men of the Town of Boston, for their admittance of him into 
that town to inhabit : In which Juncture of time, yo' peti- 
tioner was informed that an order had passed this Hon'ed 
Court, prohibiting the Exercise of printing in any town within 
this Jurisdiction, save only at Cambridge. Whereupon yo' 
petitioner did yeild ready obedience thereunto, and tooke 
Cambridge for his place of abode, where he hath ever since 
continued. Now may it please this hon'ed Court, yo' peti- 
tioner finding to his great loss & detriment the inoonveniency 
of living in a town where no trade, or very little is managed, 
especially in that which is appertaining to, or tends to the 
promotion of his calling, as yo' petitioner is ready more fully 
to demonstrate if called thereunto, and being desirous by all 
lawfull ways & means to make himself, and his art as useful! 
and advantageous to this Commonwealth as possibly he may, 
by Gods blessing on his indeav's : And humbly conceiving that 
there is not the like restraint, or confinement of any other 
art, or science : 

Doth therefore in all humility pray & beseech this 
hon'ed Court, that you would be pleased to take the 
premises into yo' grave & serious Considerations, that 
go (if in yo" wisdomes you shall see meet) the practi- 
tioners of the art of Printing may have liberty to sit 
down in such convenient place within this Jurisdiction, 
as they shall finde most commodious for them; sub- 
mitting at all times to all such laws & orders as are, or 
shall be made concerning the premises, by the Author- 
ity of this Co&onwealth. 

And yo' Petitioner (as in duty bound) 
shall ever pray. &c. 
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The Magists. Jadge it not convenient to grant the peticoners 
request their brethren the deputyes hereto Consenting 

Edw: Rawson Secre*" 
12 May 1668 

The deputyes Consent hereto 

William Torbey Cleric. 

T 

The deputyes have further voted that the pet. should haue 

his money he payd for entry of his pet. be returned agayne 

w^ reference to the consent of of Honor.** magists hereto 

William Torbey Cleric. 
(LVIII. 68.) 

To the hon*}® the Governo', Deputy Governo', & the rest of 
the hon**: Magistrates & Deputies for the Massachusetts 
Colony, assembled in Generall Court at Boston, 27: 3** 
Moneth, 1674. 

The humble Petition of Marmaduke Johnson of Cambridge, 
Printer : 
Sheweth^ 

That yo' pet' being in London brought up in the Art of Print- 
ing, & in no other Calling or Occupation ; & being by the 
Providence of God brought into this Country with his Press 
& Letters in the year 1665. It pleased this honi Court (after 
his arrivall) to pass an Order bearing date the 3** of May in 
the year aforesaid, thereby prohibiting the exercise of Printing 
in any Town within this Jurisdiction, save only at Cambridge : 
In obedience wherevnto yo' pet' hath ever since made that his 
place of residence. But finding by long & sad Experience the 
great discomodity & detriment by such Confinement of his 
Calling, & an absolute impossibility of providing comfortably 
for himself & family by the Incomes thereof, though managed 
with greatest Care, & followed with all possible diligence, not 
having imployment therein for one third part of his time, Con- 
flicting with difficulties too great & many to be here recited : 
And also being sensible of the loss & disadvantage aocrewing 
hereby to the Coinonwealth, who by his Art & Endeavo" might 
have many vsefull <& profitable Tracts printed and published 
here, were he allowed the liberty of his C&lling in a conven- 
ient place of Trade : And humbly conceiving, no more secu- 
rity to the State, in preventing the printing things irregular, 
or abusive therevnto, by such Confinement, then if it were ex- 
ercised in the most popul[ous] Town within this jurisdiction ; 
all which yo' pet" is ready to demonstrate, if called therevnto : 
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Doth therefore in all humility pray this hon"? Court, That you would be 
pleased to take the premises into yo' grave & serious Considera- 
tioDS, & grant him such liberty & relief therein as in yo' wisdoms 
shall seem meet ; that so the Art of Printing may by this hond : 
Court be duely incouraged, & the practition" thereof have lawfuU 
liberty of exercising the same in such place within this Jurisdic- 
tion, as they shall finde most comodious for them, <& most to the 
advantage of the Comonwealth ; submitting at all times to such 
Laws & Orders as are or shall be made concerning the premises, 
by the Authority of this Comonwealth. 

And yo' pet' (as in duty bound shall ever pray &c. 

Mabmaduke Johnson. 

30*^ May 1674: 

The magis**. Judge meet to grant the peticoners 
request so as nothing be printed till licenc 
be obteyned according to lawe their Breth- 
ren the deputyes hereto Consenting 

Edw Rawson *Secre^ 

The deputyes Consent hereto 

William Torret Cleric. 
(LVIII. 91.) 

At a much earlier period an attempt was made by the 
General Court to restrict the liberty of the press in the 
Colony, but the bill passed only one branch of the legislature. 
The exact date of the attempt is not known, but it was either 
during 1651 or 1655, — probably the latter year, — as those 
were the only two years when Endicott was Governor while 
Rawson was Secretary ; and in 1651 Shepard was an under- 
graduate at college. The following is a copy of the bill : — 

ffor as much as seuerall inconueniencys may acrew to the Common- 
wealth by ye liberty of ye pres this Cort doth heerby order y* noe 
booke or wrighting shall bee imprinted w*4n this Jurisdiction (exsept 
such questions as are ordinaryly disputed at y® Commensmts in ye Col- 
ledge ffrom tim'e to time) Vnless they shall be licenced by such psons 
as are or shall bee appoynted by this Cort for y* end, & iff any pson or 
psons shall imprint or Cause to be imprinted any booke or wrighting 
with out licence (as same w* before is expresd) shall therby incur such 
Censure from this Court as the nature of y* offence shall diserne, & 
ffurther this Court doth heerby nominate & authorise : the Gouemer 
for ye time being — Maior Daniell Dennison & mr Thomas Sheperd 
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or any two of them to bee lioencers of y^ pres (daring ye pleasure of 

ye Court 

The Deputies haue voted this order desiring our 

magistrates concurrence heerein 

Edwabd Bawson Cleric. 

The magistrates see no ground to consent w^ o' brethen 

the deputies heerein. 

Jo: Endecott. Gou^ 
[Indorsed] Bill for licenc» to y« 
prsse 
not granted. 

(LVIII. 11.) 

A dozen years later another attempt was made to restrict 
the liberty of the press here, but it proved unsuccessful : — 

It is orderd by this court & the authority therof: that no printer 
within this Jurisdiction shall p'^sume to imprint any book or paper, for 
publike sale, vnles the same be alowed vnder the hands of m' Charls 
Chancy m' John Sheman pastour of waterton m' Jonathan Michel pas- 
tor of Cambridge m' Tho Shepard teacher of Charlestowne or any 2 of 
them ; vpon the penalty of forfeture of all the imp'^sions to be seased 
on by warrant from one or 2 magistrates & the fine of fine pounds : to 
be payd by the printer for eury ofienc being herof Legaly conuicted 
The magists haue past this w^^ Refference to the Consent of their 
bretheren the deputjes heereto 
21*.** of may 1667 Edw! Rawson Secret^ 

the debutys Consntd not herto 
27 : 8 : 1667 Richabd Waldern Speher 

(LVIII. 57.) 

The following papers set forth sufBciently well their own 
story. The answers, made by Green and Johnson, on Septem- 
ber 3, 1668, to the Governor and Council, are of special in- 
terest as they give the titles of some early American imprints, 
which hitherto have escaped the attention of bibliographers. 
*' The Isle of Pines," printed by Johnson without authority, 
was a small pamphlet of the Baron Munchausen order, which 
in its day passed through several editions in England and on 
the Continent. Undoubtedly it shocked the sensibilities of 
the truthful and matter-of-fact authorities here, and probably 
was the immediate cause of the prosecution of the printer, 
which resulted in a fine of five pounds. Perhaps " the primer," 
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also printed by Johnson, is the long-sought-for first edition of 
the New-England Primer, which for so many years has been 
a puzzle to collectors and librarians. 

To Marshall Edward Michelson 
You are hereby required in his maj*'^ name forthwith to Sumon & 

Require Marmaduke Johnson Printer to make his personall appearance 

before the Council sitting at Boston on 3^ Instant at nine of j* clock in 

the morning to give an account of what bookes haue lately been printed 

at Cambridg by whom. & by what Authoritye: hereof you are not to 

faile dated in Boston. 2d September 1668. 

Making your retume to y® Secretary 

By y* Council Edw Rawson Secret^ 

To marshall Edward Michelson 
You are hereby required in his maj*^ name forthwith to sumon & re- 
quire Samuell Green : Printer to make his personall appearanc before 
the Council sitting at Boston on 3** Instant at nine of ye clocke in the 
morning to give an account of what bookes haue lately been printed at 
Cambridge : by whom & by what authority : hereof you are not to 
faile dated at Boston. 2^ Septemb: 1668. Making your returne to the 

^ * -By y* Council : Edw : Rawson Secrety 

Att A Councill held at Boston 3 Sept 68. 
The warrants were Read y* were sent for for 
[«tc] Samuell Grene Printer &c. 
being askt what bookes he had printed for 
whom & by w' Authority he Ans'^d a Drop 
of Honey he printed for himself = 2 y* 
Rule of y* new Creature : 3 y® way to a 
blessed Estate in this life. 4 The Assem- 
bly of Divines Chatchise 5 a narration of y® 
plague & fier at London. 6 Tidings from 
Roome the grand Trappan 7 y* he had 
licenc for them all from : y® President & 
M' Michelle & y® young mans monito"^ : 
Marmaduke John, w^ books 
Ans^, he printed the primer : & and [sic] y® 
psalter : 2. Meditations on death & eternity 
3 ( : 4 y® Rise spring &c of y® Annabaptists 
5 Isle of Pines : he hath y® Righteous mans : 
euidenc for heauen. by M"^ Reg's he had licenc 
for all by m! Presidnt &. m' Chancey [?] 

but y* Isle of Pines. 
(LVni. 59.) 



P'sent 

Gou' [Bellingham] 
Dept Gou' [Willoughby] 
Symon Bradstreet^ 
Sam. Symonds 
Dani. Gookin 
Dani. Dennison 
Rich Russell 
Tho D^nforth 
W"* Hawthorn 
Eliaz' Lusher 
Jn*^ Leueret 
Jn® Pinchon 
Edw Ting 



Esq" 
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At the end of Johnson's answer to the Governor and Council, 
the name of Mr. Chauncy is evidently a mistake for that of 
Mr. Mitchell, as Chauncy was then the president of tlie College. 
The Historical Society has a copy of the fourth title mentione(^ 
in Johnson's list, namely : ^^ The Rise, Spring and Foundation 
of the Anabaptists," etc. 

To the honorable Councill of the Comonwealth. 
The humble Petition of Marmaduke Johnson of 
Cambridge, Printer. 
Sheweth, 

That yo' Petition*' doth with all humility acknowledge his rash- 
ness & inadvertency in printing a late pamphlett (called, The Isle 
of Pines) without due Order & License first had & obtained ; 
for which being sumoned before their honorable Councill, 
upon his Confession & conviction, was fined in the sum of five 
pounds to the Comonwealth. Now may it please this hon- 
oured Councill, yo' Petition"^ having in that act no intent or 
design to contemn Authority, or to vend or publish anything 
that might be displeasing thereto (as may appear by his affix- 
ing his Name to the said Pamphlett) but only the hope of 
procuring something to himself thereby for his necessary sub- 
sistence ; his calling in this Country being very chargeable, 
his living thereon difficult, the gain thereby vncertain, & his 
losse by printing frequent : He therefore humbly prayes this 
honoured Councill, (if it may seem good to yo' wisdomes) 
that the said fine may be remitted vnto him, & he discharged 
from the payment thereof. 

And yo"" pet' shall ever pray &c. 
(LVIII. 63.) 

The following papers relate to Samuel Green, the immediate 
successor of Stephen Day, who was the pioneer printer in the 
English colonies. Though not bred to the art, he began to 
print about the year 1649, and continued in the business until 
about 1692, the date of his latest publication. He was the 
father of a race of printers, and two of his sons, Samuel, Jr., 
and Bartholomew, were brought up to the same calling, as 
were many of his descendants. The father died in Cambridge, 
on January 1, 1702, aged 87 years ; and Samuel, Jr., died in 
Boston, during the latter part of July, 1690, aged 42 years. 
Allusion to the son's death is found in one of the following 
bills, which were made out by the brother who administered 
on the estate. Bartholomew died in Boston, on December 28, 
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1732, aged 65 years, having lived a life distinguished for piety 
and benevolence. 

Several of the titles charged in the first bill, notably " An 
Act for a fast printing twice over " (February 17, 1690), *' one 
Sheet of Laws for Reformation " (March 17), and " a half 
Sheet about Sr: William [Phips] to go General" (March 
24), are to be found in the Historical Library, and are men- 
tioned in the list of Early American Imprints given in the 
Proceedings (second series, IX. 484, 486) for February, 1895. 

To the Hon"** Generall Court assembled 
at Boston, the Information & request 
of Samuel Green, Printer at Cambridge 
Humbly sheweth 

Whereas yo poare Servant hath (althovgh with many wants & 
difficultyes) spent some yeares in attending ye service of ye Country 
in that worke of Printing, The Presse & the appurtenances thereof, 
w*hout a speedy svpply, & y* especially of letters, & those princi- 
pally for y® printing of English, is now almost wholy vncapeable of 
farther improvem', either for the answering of y* Countryes expec- 
tation, or for the benefitt of such as are employed therein, & y* 
Colledge (to whome y® presse doth pperly belong) have not ability 
in theyr hands to helpe, so that vnlesse some p^sent care bee taken 
by the wisdome & furtherance of this Hon'* Court, y' improvem* 
thereof must of necessity cease, & jo^ poore servant must bee 
forced to change either his habitation or employm^ or both. The 
consideration & supply whereof is the humble request of yo poore 
servant, or if not, yo determination therein, y* so hee may more 
clearely see his way for ye serving of the pvidence of god in some 
other calling. 

In answer to this pet. the deputyes Conceiue the Consideration 
hereof should be Commended to the Comissione" of the Vnited 
Colonyes at their next meetinge that so they may write to the Cor- 
poration in England if they se meet for the pcureing of 201' worth 
of letters for the vse of the Indian College the deputyes haue past 
this & desire o' hon^ magists Consent hereto. 

William Torrey Clerie 
Consented to by y* Magists. 

Edw Rawson Secrety 
5 June 1658. 

[Indorsed] Sarjant Greens Petic3n 

Entred w^^ y« magists & nothing due p Curiam 
Ent 1658. 

(LVIII. 37.) 
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To the Honoured Council! sitting att Boston 
the Humble request of Samuel Green printer to the Colledge 

att Cambridge : 

Humbly intreateth that whereas there was an Order made by the Hon- 
oured Generall Court concerning printing : that there should be no 
printing but att Cambridge ; and that what was printed there should be 
approved by those four Gentlemen appointed by the Court then, or any 
two of them^ yo' Worships would please to explaine whether it is required 
those Gentlemen that allow of the printing of what is presented, should 
sett to their hands as Imprimators to it ; as also when they express there 
shall be no printing but att Cambridge, whether they intend that any one 
may sett up printing, provided it be in that town, or any part of it ; or 
whether they intend that the printing be only under the inspection of 
the Colledge there ; if there be libertie for any to sett up printing in the 
limitts of that Town that they would please to make such orders concern- 
ing it, that one may not wrong another by printing anothers copie when 
he hath been att charge about it, as it is in other places where severall 
printing houses are : for some of us do find a need of such things already, 
although there is but worke little inough for one printing house, to the 
great discouragement of yo^ poor Serv^ : in the place whereto he hath 
been called and hitherto to his poor abillitie hath endeavoured to be 
faithfuU in it, according to what hath been required 

And yo' Serv* : shall ever pray : 
Cambb: Octob: 14: (68) 

(LYin. 60.) 

The pew Council D^* since the General Court : 
1 689 : for Printing : 

April is s d 

26 : To an order to the Constables. 00 - 05 - 00 

May : 2 To an Act to send 2 men of every Town 

to the Council : 00-05-00 

3 To an Act for a fast 00 - 10 - 00 

SO To an Act of the Council for the Repre- 
sentatives 00 - 05 - 00 
June 14 To 2 Acts of the Council about the Mi- 
litia, &c : 01-00-00 
July 3 To 3 Acts of the Council, 5 s f?* Act : 00-15-00 
6 To an Act of half a Sheet about the militia 00 - 10 - 00 
14 To an Act of the Council about a Humilia- 
tion day, 00-10-00 
Sept 6 To an Act of the Council half a sheet, 

about a loan for money, 0-10 — 00 

6 To printing a broad^side for Subscriptions 00-10-00 

7 To printing a warrant for the Treasurer, 00-05-00 
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[Sept] 9 

12 
November) 

27) 

Decern : 6 

10 

1690:) 
Janua : 3) 

4 
4 

Febru: 17: 
18 

22 

24 
March : 5 

8 





17 




24 


April : 


1: 




5 


May 


24 


June 


20 




30 


July 


3 




6 




21: 


1690 




August 


9: 




20 



To printing an Act for a fast half a sheet 00-10-00 

To printing a sheet of Laws on both sides 01-05-00 

To a warrant for 6 Rates together 00 - 05 - 00 

To a warrant for a Rate & half 00 - 05 - 00 
To an Order for a Thanks-giving half a 

sheet ^ 00-10-00 



00-10- 
10 « 



00- 

00 
00 



10 
10 



To an order for a Contribution for Capt 

Peas half sheet 
To an Act about Settling the Government 

half sheet : 
To an Act about Souldiers Debentors half 

sheet 
To an Act for a fast printing twice over 
To an Act of the General Court to Con- 

stibles to bring y Rates 
To a Sheet of Laws about voting for Elec- 
tion &c : 01 - 10 
To 2 orders of Court for the Treasurer 01 - 00 
To Commissions of foot Companies 100 a 

peace, 3 of them 
To 4 Comissions for Troopers, for the 

Comission officers 01-10 

To one Sheet of Laws for Reformation 01-10 

To a half Sheet about Sr : WilUam [Phips] 

to go General 00-10 

To printing a warrant for ten Rates 00 - 05 

To 3 Comissions for Captains, Lieutenants ) p.^ , /v 

& Ensigns for the present war ) ~ 

To Comissions for Capt : Lieut : & Ensigns 01 - 10 
To a Proclamation for Souldiers to go 

against Canada 00-10 

To an half sheet for a fast 00-10 

To 2 Acts of Court on half a sheet of paper 

100 of them: 00«10 

To Comissions for Captains Lieutenants, 

& Ensigns, 01 « 10 

To printing warrants for 2 Rates a Large 

one 00 - 06 



00 
00 

00 
00 



0-10-00 

00 
00 

01-10-00 

00 
00 

00 
00 

00 
00 

00 
00 

00 

00 

00 



24=11-00 



Since my Brothers Death : 

To printing a warrant for Rates, 00 » 05 - 00 

To an order for a Fast a Large one, 00-10-00 
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[August] 23 
25 



To a warrant for Hates 00 

To printing an Order about Heads of 



Families 



00 = 



05 
07 



00 
00 



01 
24 



07 
11 



00 
00 



total 



£25-18 = 00 



Oct^ 20. 1690. This is a true ace* 
taken out of ye Book of Sam^ 
Green deceased as attest, 

Bartholomew Green, 

[Indorsed] Ordered, that m^ Treasure pay the Sume of the within written Acco!* 
amounting to Twenty ffive pounds Eighteen Shillings in or as money unto 
the Admlnlst" of the within named Samuel Green. 



Novr 7. 1690. 



Past in y« affirmative by the Gov^ 
and Assistants. 

Is^ Addington S&fv, 



1691: 
April : 



April : 
June 



20. 



25. 
5. 



Consented to by the Deputyes 

John Clabk Cler 
(LVIIL 137, 138.) 

The Country D.': 

is 8 

To printing an order of the Court for^ 

Soldiers to come in to the Committee V 00 = 13 

within three months ) 

To printing an order of a fast 

To printing an order of the Court for the \ 

Treasurer to send warrants to the Con- f 

stibles to get their Raits, A Large half [ 

sheet of the small Letter, about 100. / 

To printing a Large warrant, about 100 : 

To printing a warrant 

To printing a warrant for Commissioners 

To printing an Advertisement about 300 : 

To printing a Large warrants for deputies, 

To printing the Tickets about 800 

To printing a Large warrant to quicken "> 

Constibles to get in there Raits j 

To printing an order for a Thansgiving 



d 

00 

00 = 10 ^ 00 

01 = 00 = 00 



June : 

July. 

July 



5: 
12. 
10 



August. 7. 
Septem: 14. 
October 23: 
October 24: 

October. 27 : 



00 = 15 
00 = 08 
00-08 
00 = 08 
00 = 08 
00 = 12 

00 = 08 
00 = 16 



00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 

00 
00 



?* Bartholo : Green. 

[Indorsed] Cap«e Green! Acco** . 
of Printing jinto 
Nov! 1691. 
Nil prodest quod non Legere possit idem. 

(LVIU. 139.) 
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AN EARLY BOOK-CATALOGUE PRINTED 

IN BOSTON. 



Dr. Samuel A. Green presented the following paper : 

Among the books of the Prince Collection, formerly in the 
keeping of this Society for more than half a century, but now 
in the possession of the Boston Public Library, is a pamphlet 
bound up with a Catalogue of Harvard College Library 
(1723).^ It contains a list of books previously belonging to 
a New England minister^ and ofiEered for sale by a bookseller 
in Boston more than two hundred years ago. Considerable in- 
terest attaches to the pamphlet from the fact that probably it is 
the earliest instance in New England of a printed catalogue of 
books advertised for sale. About 1,000 titles, mostly in Latin, 
are given; and of these perhaps 200 are in English, which 
include not more than six or eight American ones. The 
books are arranged in the pamphlet both by subjects and sizes 
(folios, quartos, etc.), but without date or place of publica- 
tion ; and the general character of the works is furnished by 
the titlepage, of which a fac -simile is given opposite. 

Presumably the following bore American imprints: — 

" A Psalm Book " ; " A New England Confession of Faith " ; 
*' Mather's Mystery of Christ " ; " Higginson's Legacy of 
Peace " ; " The Shorter Catechism with Exposition upon the 
same " ; " Hubbard's benefit of a well Ordered Conversation " ; 
and perhaps a few others. 

In Part I. of the Brinley catalogue of books which were 
sold in New York, on March 10-15, 1879, title No. 1669 is 
a catalogue of the Rev. Ebenezer Pemberton's library adver- 
tised to be sold by auction in Boston, on July 2, 1717 ; and 
between quotation marks it is said in a note to be ^^ perhaps 
the first instance in New England of a printed catalogue of 
Books at auction," though no authority is given for the quoted 
paragraph. In the case of the Pemberton library it will be 
noticed that the sale was by auction, while in the other case 
the books were sold over the counter. Keeping in mind this 
difference in the manner of selling the two libraries, the 
inferential statement may be correct. 

^ According to this. Catalogue there was in the College Library at that time 
an edition of " Shakespear's Plays ** (London, 1709), in six volumes. 
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Titlepage, verso blank ; 1,2," Latin Folio's Divinity " ; 2, 3, " Quarto's 
Latin "; 3, 4, " Octavo's Latin " ; 4, 5, " English Quarto's Divinity 
5, 6, " Divinity English Octavo's " ; 6, " Physical Books Folio, 
"Phisical Books in Quarto'/; 6, 7, "Phisical Books in Octavo 
Latin " ; 7, 8, " Philosophy Folio's " ; 8, «* Philosophy Quarto's 
Latin," "Philosophy in Octavo"; 8, 9, "Mathematical, Astrologi- 
cal and Astronomical Folio's Latin " ; 9, " Quartos," " English," 
"Astronomy English Quarto's"; 9, 10, "History Folio Latin:"; 

10, "Histories in Folio English"; 11, "Histories in Octavo Eng- 
lish," "Histories in Quarto Latin"; 11, 12, "Histories in Octavo 
Latin :" ; 1 2, " School Authors in Folio," " School Authors in Quarto," 
" School Authors in Octavo" ; 12, 13, "Juris Prudentia Libr." ; 13, 
« Misellanie Beoks " ; 13, 14, "Box 21 Lat: Oct."; 14-16,"Box22 
Latin Octavo's." Headlines as follows : — 2, " Divinity Latin Folio's 
and Quart's " ; 3, " Divinity Quarto's Latin " ; 4, " Divinity Eng- 
lish Folio's and Quarto's " ; 5, " Divinity English Quarto's and Oc- 
tavo's " ; 6, " Divinity Quarto's English & Phisical Books in Folio 
& Quarto Lat. " ; 7, " Phisick Books Latin Octavo, and Philosophy 
Folio"; 8, "Philosophy Quarto & Octavo Gosmograh: and Geo- 
graph. Folio " ; 9, " Mathematical, Astrological, Astronomical, Fo- 
lio's, Quarto's Latin" ; 10, " History Latin and English. Folio"; 

11, "Histories Octavo English. Histories Quarto and Octavo 
Latin"; 12, "Histories in Octavo Latin, School Authors Folio's 
& Quarto's Latin"; 13, "Miscelany Books Latin Octavo's"; 
14-16, "Latin Octavo's." 

The border-pieces used on the titlepage above the imprint 
are similar to those often seen in the issues of Green's press, 
whether coming from the father in Cambridge, or from either 
of the sons in Boston ; but very rarely seen in the issues of 
other printers, such as Pierce, Harris, or Allen. Under the im- 
print, near the bottom of the page, in Mr. Prince's well-knov^n 
handwriting, appears the following : " Mr B Green says — 
This was Prind by his Broth Samuel's Letter, in Boston." 
Bartholomew Green was a printer, as well as his brother 
Samuel, who died in July, 1690. Probably the meaning of 
the sentence is that Bartholomew using his brother's type 
printed the catalogue, as at the date of its publication he had 
a press in Boston. It is interesting to note the use of the 
word " letter " in the sense of " type," which was not un- 
common in those early times. At the end of an Almanac 
for 1682, belonging to this Society, Chief-Justice Sewall has 
written : " The last half Sheet was Printed w'*" my Letters, 
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at Boston. S. S." Daring that period he had the official man- 
agement of the printing-press in Boston, having been duly 
appointed by the General Court. The last four leaves of 
the Almanac, or half signature, are printed with a different 
font of type from the other pages, which explains Se wall's 
memorandum. 

The Reverend Samuel Lee, the former owner of the library, 
was a native of London, where he was born in the year 1625. 
He was educated at Wadham College, Oxford, and was a 
Fellow in the same college, and later a Proctor in the Uni- 
versity. For some years he was settled as the minister of an 
independent church at Newington Green, near London. Dur- 
ing the summer of 1686 he came to New England in order 
that he might more freely exercise the functions of his office 
in accordance with his own sense of duty ; and during the 
spring of the next year he was settled over the church at 
Bristol, Rhode Island. Here he remained for four years, 
when with his family he set sail from Boston for his native 
land. After a stormy voyage the vessel was captured by 
a French privateer near the coast of Ireland, when the pas- 
sengers were taken to St. Malo, in France. While his family 
was allowed to proceed thence to London, he was held as 
a captive, and died in prison some time during the month of 
December, 1691. 

In his Magnalia (Book III. page 223), Cotton Mather speaks 
warmly in praise of Mr. Lee, and says of him that " hardly 
ever a more Universally Learned Person trod the American 
Strand'* Two sermons preached by Mr. Lee at Bristol, on 
October 7, 1687, were printed in Boston soon after his death ; 
and one of them was " Accompany'd with Preparatory Medi- 
tations, upon the Day of Judgement," by Dr. Mather. Other 
works by him were also published in Boston, both before and 
since his death. 

Book-catalogues printed in New England before the Revo- 
lution are now rare, but references to them are often found 
in the newspapers of that period. The following advertise- 
ment, taken from " The New-England Courant " (Boston), 
September 28, 1724, is, an instance in point: — 



The Library of the Reverend and Learned John Leveret, late 
President of Harvard College in Cambridge^ being a fine Collection of 
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very valuable Books of Divinity, Philosophy, Law, &c. is to be sold 

by Auction in Boston, the Day of October next. The Catalogue 

will be printed as soon as possible, and given out by S. Gerrish 
and D. Henchman, Booksellers, near the Brick Meeting-House in 
Comhill. 

The four following advertisements are taken from " The 
New-England Weekly Journal" (Boston) of the respective 
dates, as given at the end of each one: — 

On Thursday next the 14th. Instant will be Sold by pul^lick Vendue 
at the Royal Exchange Tavern, a Choice and Valuable Collection of 
Books printed Catalogues with the Conditions of Sale, may be had 
at Mr. Eliot's Shop. 

November 11, 1728. 

A Collection of very valuable BOOKS, English, French, Latin, &c. 
To be Sold by Vendue at the Royal Exchange in Boston, on Thursday 
next the 23d Instant, at Three a Clock, P. M. The Books may be 
seen the Day before the Sale at the same Place, where Catalogues may 
be had gratis, as also at Mr. Benj Elliotls Shop in King-street. 

January 20, 1729. 

To be Sold by Vendue, at the House of Thomas Fleet, at the Sign 
of the Heart and Crown in Comhill, Boston, a good Collection of 
BOOKS, consisting of Divinity, Philosophy, Classical Learning, &c. 
The Sale of which is designed to begin on Wednesday the 7th of April 
next, at 4 P. M Printed Catalogues may be had at Mr. Henchman's 
Shop, and at the Place of Sale, where the Books may be seen, three 
Days before the Auction begins. 

March 29, 1731. 

I 

There is just Arrived from London, a Large Collection of Valuable 
& Curious Books, Consisting of most Faculties, and in several Lan- 
guages. Catalogues may be had at Messieurs Henchman and Han- 
cock's Shops (Booksellers in Boston) against Thursday next. 

N. B. The Books are mostly New, and in good Condition, and will 
be Sold very Cheap. 
June 21, 1781. 

Another instance is found in " The Massachusetts Gazette : 
and the Boston Weekly News-Letter," April 8, 1773, as 
follows : — 
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On Wednesday 5 th Matfj 

At NINE o'clock in the Morning, 

WILL be Sold by PUBLIC VENDUE, at the 

Auction-Boom in Queen-street^ 

A very large and valuable 

Collection of BOOKS, 

being the Library of a Gentleman deceas'd. 
0" Printed Catalogues will be delivered in Season 
by J* Bussell, Auctioneer. 

Still another is found in " The Boston-Gazette, and Country 
Journal," Supplement, May 17, 1773, as follows : — 

The LIBRARY of 

Sib Fbancis Bebnabd, 

CONSISTING of a very large and valuable Collection of BOOKS, 
will be sold very cheap at private Sale, at the Shop lately 
occupied by Mr. Fleeming, opposite the South Door of the Town 
House, from Monday the 24th to Friday the 28th Instant, inclusive. 
Gentlemen who may incline to purchase, are desired to apply within 
that Time, as the Sale will not be continued longer. 
CATALOGUES may be had of Edes and Gill. 

These extracts from the advertising columns of early news- 
papers — and they are by no means exhaustive — show that 
printed catalogues for the sale of books at that period were 
common ; but specimens of them to-day are very rarely 
found. 

There is on the shelves of the Historical Society a copy of 
*' A Catalogue of Mein's Circulating Library ; consisting of 
above Twelve Hundred Volumes, in most Branches of polite 
Literature, Arts and Sciences " (pp. 57), which was printed in 
the year 1765. Among all the books mentioned in the cata- 
logue there is only one work bearing an American imprint, viz., 
" The American Magazine," published in Boston, 1743-1745. 
It is interesting to note that in the list there is a copy of 
" Shakespear's Works " (London, 1762) in eight volumes. 
The proprietor of the Circulating Library was " John Mein, 
Bookseller, at the London Book-store, Second Door above the 
British CoflEee-House, North-side of King-Street, Boston." He 
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was a Scotchman by birth, and had come to New England in 
the autumn of 1764. Soon afterward he became associated 
in business with another Scotchman, John Fleming, a printer 
by trade, whose name is sometimes written Fleeming ; and in 
connection with their other affairs Mein published " The 
Boston Chronicle," which Fleming printed. 

In the Fourth Part of the Brinley catalogue of books sold 
in New York, on November 15-18, 1886, title No. 8024 is 
a bookseller's catalogue (pp. 24) issued during the last cen- 
tury by T. Cox, Boston, who discontinued his business in 
1744. Without doubt the pamphlet was printed some years 
before that date. 
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